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President’s Message 

Jeff Bellmore 
 

It has been a wild and crazy summer with lots of rain, but 

that is good for the trout fishing.  The economic picture is 

good and bad; it makes us all mean and lean in our 

businesses.  There also have been some good and bad things 

happening in our association.  Among the good things are 

Don Dudley, Chairman of the Events Committee, who has 

brought together some great volunteers to represent us at LL 

Bean, Cabelas and Kittery Trading Post.  The events group 

has been doing seminars and representing our organization to 

thousands of potential clients for our membership.  As 

always, Bert Goodman is running the super raffle to its fullest 

potential.  If you did not sell tickets this year, you missed the 

opportunity to receive a brand new rifle at our banquet.   

MPGA Officers 

Chairman: Don Helstrom, Medway 746-5860 

President: Jeff Bellmore, Warren 273-3818 

Vice Pres: John Rust, Hampden 337-5858 
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Roger Lambert has been working hard on the MPGA 

membership campaign, with almost 100 new members.  Great 

job to everyone involved. 

Iôm honored to announce that our organization was 

recognized as The Outstanding Land User Group by the 

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Landowner Relations Program 

for 2008.  Typically an award for land owners, this is the first 

year that the award was given to a land user group.  I was 

pleased to be present to accept this award on MPGAôs behalf 

along with Don Kleiner in October.  Be sure to check out the 

beautiful plaque displayed in our booth at upcoming shows. 

Bad things?  I guess I forgot about them as there have been 

so many good things. 

As you may or may not know John Rust our first Executive 

Director has moved on to be able to spend more time on his 

own business. He is still a Board member and Vice President.  

I would like to thank John for being the first as it is always 

the hardest.  We have been fortunate to bring Don Kleiner 

into the fold to take over as Executive Director; we have a 

contract with him for the next year and hopefully for many 

more after that.  His contact information is available on our 

website and also in this newsletter.  Don will be helping to 

bring the organization forward, and I hope that he can count 

on the support of all of our membership. 

We will be working on further fundraising campaigns and 

some website upgrades over the next few months, along with 

setting up a video presentation for the events committee.  I 

cannot emphasize enough that this is an organization for all of 

us and your involvement is important!  Volunteer, sell raffle 

tickets, come to meetings, keep the Board informed of your 

concerns and issues, and get involved in your organization! 

I would like to wish you and your family a great holiday 

season, with much prosperity in the New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Bellmore 

MPGA President 
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Greetings From Your 

New Executive Director 

Iôm delighted to working with the MPGA again. The last 

month or so has been very hectic as I took on the duties that 

John Rust has done so well and finished my season. I realize 

that many of you may not know or know my background. I 

was first licensed as a guide in 1982 and am currently a 

Master with both a Tidewater and Sea Kayak license and 

worked for a few seasons as a rafting guide in the early 80ôs. 

I the past I served as both the secretary and president of the 

MPGA in the late 1980ôs and early 1990ôs have been a life 

member of the association since that time. The associationôs 

first lobbyist until 1998 when I was appointed as the Director 

of Information and Education at Maine Fish and Wildlife and 

I served there until 2003 when I was asked to step down. 

Since that time I have run my guide service Maine 

Outdoors here in Union, where I do everything from the web 

site, twice weekly blog posts, answering the phone to 

washing coolers at the end of the day. In a normal season I 

guide roughly 125 parties, this year like many of you I am 

sure, not quite so many. Primarily I do fishing trips on both 

fresh and salt water, grouse and woodcock hunters in the 

early fall, a few duck hunters later on. I even sell a few 

nature trips each summer. 

I worked for the Ruffed Grouse Society in 2004 as the New 

England Regional Director but found the extensive travel to 

be too much with kids at home. I was responsible for a 

region that stretched from Maine to Vermont and New York 

City frequently travelling to other parts of the country to 

assist with fund raising banquets and other society functions. 

In 2005 I contracted with the Maine Bowhunters Association 

as their lobbyist in Augusta and worked for them for three 

years. I also edited and produced their newsletter for a time. 

The Maine Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation 

also had me do lobby work for them for two legislative 

sessions. 

Over the years I have been fortunate to receive a few 

awards but am the most proud of the two outstanding service 

awards that I was given by the MPGA. Considering 

recognition by guides to be the highest compliment I could 

ever get. I still have both displayed in my office above all of 

the others. 

Recently I served on the board of the Maine Conservation 

School. Leading the negotiations that made the conservation 

school a part of the University of Maine Extension system. I 

believe that will keep the school around for a long time and 

help us educate the coming generations about the outdoors 

and activities we all know and love. I am no longer on the 

board of Bryant Pond and recently left the board of Unity 

College as well. My current volunteer obligation is chairman 

of the board of directors of the Maine Tourism Association. 

Hopefully I can help make the industry aware of our 

contribution to the stateôs tourism economy. 

If you have any questions or need something please do not 

hesitate to e-mail, or call. 

 

Don Kleiner 

207-785-4496 Office 

E-mail dkleiner@maineguides.org 

2009 Super Raffle 

Meeting Notice 

We are in to the last weeks of the deer season and the 2009 

Super Raffle is coming to an abrupt halt.  I would like to take 

this time and thank all of the participants that were involved 

in this yearôs Super Raffle.  If not for your efforts, the MPGA 

would not be able to continually fight for the outdoor 

traditions that we enjoy in this great state of Maine. 

The drawing for the lucky winners in all 8 categories will 

be held at the general meeting (Sunday, December 6, 2009, 

9:00 AM, at the Holiday Inn on Odlin Road in Bangor).  The 

winners of the L. L. Bean gift certificates will receive their 

prizes in early December for the Holiday shopping season.  

The rifles winners will be presented with their prizes at the 

MPGA banquet (Saturday, April 10, 2010, 5:00 PM, at Jeffôs 

catering in Brewer).  We look forward to seeing you there. 

We are all very excited about next yearôs Super Raffle, and 

look forward to working with you. 

Deer Task Force Update 

By Matt Libby 

 

The deer task force is having a December meeting, the first 

annual, to hear reports on deer yard agreements with 

landowners and IF&W and also on predator control. Most 

guides who spend a few hours a week in the woods realize 

the many problems facing us in this uphill battle to jumpstart 

the deer herd in the big woods of Maine. This meeting will 

only be a start to a whole new way of thinking for 

landowners and sportsmen. 

Many ideas have been bantered around at the many 

meetings around the state and around the dinner tables of 

concerned hunters. A few very important points that even a 

3rd grader could make is that deer need food, cover and 

protection from enemies to prosper. Even in places like 

Texas deer experience a 90% mortality rate, but of course it 

is their summers with a lack of water and predators that kill 

deer not the winters with too much snow and predators that 

kill ours.  In Texas they work diligently to protect their deer 
(Continued on page 3) 
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herd building water holes and by killing as many predators as 

possible by just about any means. Without predator control 

they believe they would have no viable herd. 

Okay, okay what can we do here in Maine that the 

department will go along with and landowners wonôt balk at? 

First off deer need food in the winter. Planting annuals and 

perennials along roads, clear cuts and old road beds will help 

considerably. Also we need to plant cedars, while the deer 

herd is down to reestablish this important winter cover tree 

that also is the best winter food we have. This is not my idea 

but from a forester who is working on this plan as we speak. 

A question put to me today was ñwhat is a good deer herd 

which results in 35 deer being killed at my camps worthò?  

My answer was $30-40 thousand extra per year just for our 

camps. Is replanting of clovers, cedars, etc. worth it to us to 

find financing for this project? You bet it is. I also think we 

should expect the state to pay their fair share, (remember 

ótheyô are óusô). We invest in our businesses where we expect 

a pay back, the state should do the same. License sales are 

drastically lower this year and one of the reasons is poor 

judgment by the state on where investment money will 

actually pay off in dividends. We also need to cough up the 

dough or invest in our future even if it is only by providing 

free labor. We will see what the landowners bring to the table 

about conserving or rebuilding the deer yards that are left. 

OF course the predator issue is as always a huge one. The 

legislature has ordered the state to control predators and there 

still is no real plan to lower their numbers. Our lynx numbers 

are nearly at an all time high and they become a listed 

threatened species. Huh? The problems as you most know is 

that anti hunters and trappers are all around us and some 

even work for the department. We need to educate our 

children, our teachers and our employees (even state 

workers). Never miss a moment to preach the message of 

how important predator control is. Predators do provide an 

important function in any ecosystem, they do not; however 

need to change the ecosystem. The best thing we can do now 

is hunt coyotes as hard as we can this winter. A small 

covered deer blind to hunt out of with some bait frozen in the 

ice 100 yards away and you can shoot night and day (with a 

permit). It is fun and rewarding. 

Another idea in the North is to have a trophy only zone or 

zones. Many biologists are leery of this thinking it may not 

work. Our theory is simple ñit canôt hurtò. Of course it also 

lets our hunters know that we are willing to do whatever it 

takes to get our trophy bucks back in their old habitat. Our 

trophy bucks are what pay our bills; if one of our hunters just 

wanted meat most likely he would hunt in his own state not 

travel hours and spend many hundreds of dollars on a spike 

or fork horn.  3 or 4 points on a side would be a good start 

for these trophy zones (eg. Zone 1, 2, 4 & 5) 

I encourage any of you to contact me or anyone on the deer 

task force with ideas, comments and most importantly with 

stories of what has worked in your area which we could all 

use. A savings of only a few deer would go a long way to 

getting us back on track. Call or email me anytime. 

 

Matt Libby 

E-Mail matt@libbycamps.com 

Membership Campaign 

Update/New Incentives 

By Roger Lambert 

 

2009-2010 Membership Campaign is well underway. We 

have completed a mailing to non-member out-of-state 

Registered Maine Guides and non-member Guides in 

Piscataquis and York counties. 

These efforts have brought in several dozen new members, 

not nearly as many as hoped for, but never the less new 

Guides that believe in our efforts and wish to support us 

moving forward. Clearly our best results will come from one-

on-one efforts by all of us to represent our association and 

ask our fellow Guides and friends to join us. To help 

encourage and reward this approach we will offer a limited 

edition 8òX10ò Historic print of Maine's first Registered 

Maine Guide "Flyrod" Crosby with "TR" Teddy Roosevelt at 

Bald Mountain Camps on Mooselookmeguntic Lake circa 

1890. 

Simply call or email our campaign chairman, Roger 

Lambert, reference 2 new members that you personally 

recruited, and that have paid their dues and this nostalgic 

sporting print will be on it's way for you and "your sports" to 

enjoy forever. Coffee up...sit right down...visit 

www.maineguides.org. Click on (Join MPGA ) and sign 'em 

up. 

Happy Hunting. 

 

Roger Lambert 

207-684-5611 Phone 

E-mail rmllambert@hotmail.com 

MPGA 2009 Organized Land User 

Group of the Year 

The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 

and the Maine Snowmobile Association (MSA) recently 

honored private, municipal and corporate landowners for 

their generosity in opening up their land to outdoor 

enthusiasts. 

Fourteen individuals or entities received recognition at the 

(Continued from page 2) 
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annual Landowner Relations Awards Banquet on Tuesday, 

Oct. 20 in Augusta, which was sponsored by IF&W and 

hosted by MSA. 

More than 500 nomination forms were distributed to 

various user groups, such as ATV, snowmobile, and fish and 

game clubs, and the nominations were reviewed by an 

awards committee that included representatives from the 

Maine Warden Service, the Maine Snowmobile Association, 

Maine ATV, and the stateôs Landowner Relations Director. 

Below is the text of the nomination submitted by Al 

Cowperthwaite of the North Maine Woods. 

 

The Maine Professional Guides Association was first 

organized in 1979 and from the organizationôs beginning the 

members of the organization have worked with private 

landowners and other land user organizations to keep lands 

open to public use. 

 In order to encourage guides in Maine to operate in a 

professional manner, one of the first objectives was the 

development of a code of ethics which was adopted in 1982.  

Within the code is ñrespect landowner rights.ò 

In the mid 1980ôs, members of the MPGA worked with 

NMW members and staff and staff of IF&W to develop 

rational, practical, fair program to allocate and manage the 

placement of bear bait sites on private and public land in the 

NMW region.  The terms developed from initial effort were 

expanded onto other forest ownerships throughout Maine.  

Members of the MPGA continue to work with landowners to 

improve this program. 

In another effort to improve relations with forest 

landowners, the MPGA was a founding member of the 

Sportsmenôs/Forest Landowner Alliance when it was created 

in 1992.  MPGA continues to be one of the most active 

participants of the SFLA and MPGA members have held 

leadership positions more than other organizations. 

In 1996, the MPGA was the first land user organization to 

support forest landowners in the eventual defeat of Maineôs 

Clearcutting Referendum.   MPGA members were very 

active in encouraging other land user groups to support the 

defeat of this legislation. 

The MPGA has also been very active in legislative 

activities by having representatives at any meetings or 

hearings that may impact outdoor recreation in Maine.  This 

has been done with members or through the organizationôs 

lobbyists.  Members of Maineôs legislature, representatives 

of state natural resource agencies and the governor recognize 

the MPGA as being one of the most active and influential 

organizations in Maine.   Despite the potential for adding 

another day of guiding opportunity for MPGA members, the 

MPGA supported SWOAM and other landowners in the 

defeat of Governorôs Sunday hunting legislation in 2005. 

In 2006 the MPGA joined with other organizations to form 

the Natural Resource Network- a coalition of forestry, 

commercial fishing, farming and recreational organizations 

that support the sustainable use of Maineôs natural resources. 

In 2007, the MPGA cooperated with others on the 

Governorôs Task Force on Public Use and Access to Maine 

Public Lands and Easements which evolved into the 

Recreation/Conservation Forum.  MPGA members meet 

annually with forest landowner representatives and land user 

organizations as well as representatives from several 

environmental organizations including Maine Audubon, 

Natural Resource Council of Maine, The Nature 

Conservancy, Appalachian Mountain Club, Wilderness 

Society and the Sierra Club. 

Over the past two years, members of the MPGA have been 

involved in Plum Creekôs Moosehead Lake Concept 

planning process and with LURCôs Comprehensive Land 

Use Plan.  In addition to looking out for the interests of 

MPGA members, much of the organizationôs concerns have 

been regarding fair and reasonable treatment of private 

landowners. 

While there are many very responsible and well know land 

user groups in Maine today, we believe that the thirty year 

history of working with and supporting Maineôs landowners 

should make it possible for the Maine Professional Guides 

Association to be one of the first organizations to be 

recognized through this new land user recognition program. 

Al Thank You! From all of us. 

 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

President Jeff Bellmore and Executive Director Don Kleiner receive the 2009 

Award recognizing an organized land users group at the Annual Landowners 

recognition banquet in Augusta. 

Also pictured Warden Colonel Joel Wilkinson , Deputy IF&W 

Commissioner Paul Jacques, Maine Snowmobile Association President Rep. 

Paul Davis, IF&W Commissioner Dan Martin, 

Marcia McKeague Katahdin Timberlands and Al Cowperthwaite North 

Maine Woods 
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Legislative Update 
(November 2009) 

Skip Trask, Legislative Liaison 

  

Second Session Of 124th 

Maine Legislature Begins In January 

The Second Regular Session of the 

124th Maine Legislature will begin on 

January 6, 2010 and continue for about 

four months.  During the Second 

Session, the ñshort sessionò, bills are 

supposed to be limited to emergencies, 

money issues, legislation proposed by 

the Governor and bills carried over 

from the previous session. 

One of the ñcarry overò bills is the 

controversial proposal to create a recreational saltwater 

fishing license (LD # 1331).  A competing measure that 

would set up a free registry of saltwater anglers in lieu of a 

costly license was also carried over (LD # 1432).  The 

federal government has mandated that 

states develop a method for calculating the 

number of anglers that fish in tidal waters.  

The deadline is here.  Some type of 

remedy will almost certainly be enacted 

this winter.  There is likely to be a huge 

battle over which of the two bills will 

survive.  The MPGA will be fighting for 

the best possible outcome for our 

members. 

This coming session will also be the 

final opportunity for the current 

Administration to get any of their 

remaining initiatives enacted, and it will 

be very interesting to see what they might 

try to pull off at the last minute. 

Another Attempt At  

Agency Consolidation? 

In 2008, the Governor submitted legislation to merge the 

four natural resource agencies into ñnot more than twoò 

larger departments.   The MPGA worked with the other 

members of the Natural Resources Network to defeat that 

merger.  In the spirit of compromise, however, we agreed to 

support the creation of a Governorôs Task Force to look at all 

the natural resource agencies and develop recommendations 

for improving the services that these agencies provide.  Many 

of us even agreed to serve on this Task Force with the hope 

that we could help bring about some changes that would 

benefit Maine people.  In the end, after a tremendous amount 

of work by a lot of dedicated people, our efforts failed.  The 

Task Force was unable to reach consensus on a major 

restructuring plan.  The one thing that most of us did agree 

on was that throwing all the natural resource agencies into 

one big pot was a terrible idea. 

The story doesnôt end there. Last winter the Governor 

submitted another bill to consolidate Maineôs natural 

resource agencies.  More than halfway through the session 

(in mid-April), he submitted emergency legislation to merge 

the four natural resource agencies into one super agency.  His 

bill (LD # 1453) would have combined the Departments of 

Fish and Wildlife, Conservation, Agriculture and Marine 

resources into the Department of Natural Resources.  The 

effective date of his proposed merger was July 1, 2009 ï less 

than 90 days after the bill was submitted.  Unbelievable! 

I found it very troubling that this Administration insisted 

on trying to merge the natural resource agencies even after it 

became abundantly clear that the people who would be most 

affected do not want it.  Long story short ï the MPGA and 

the other members of the Natural Resources Network turned 

out in force to oppose this second merger attempt.  Our 

Network consists of fourteen organizations that rely on 

Maineôs land and water resources for both business and 

recreation.  Our interests cover a broad array 

of pursuits from guiding and snowmobiling, 

to hunting, fishing and trapping, to growing 

salmon, potatoes and blueberries, to 

harvesting forest products and lobsters to 

producing fruits, vegetables and dairy 

products.  We have a combined membership 

of more than 65,000 people and enjoy a lot 

of political clout.  We opposed the 

Governorôs plan, and Maine lawmakers 

listened.  For the second year in a row, the 

Governorôs efforts to merge the natural 

resource agencies were soundly defeated. 

Hang on to your hats!  A natural resource 

super agency has been a top priority for the 

Governor, or at least for some of his senior 

staff members, and itôs quite possible that 

there will be one final attempt in 2010.  The 

Legislature will again be dealing with a huge 

budget deficit, and it is being rumored that 

the Governor will make a ñlast ditchò effort 

to merge the natural resource agencies by promising 

lawmakers millions of dollars in savings.  The Natural 

Resources Network has already concluded that such a merger 

would cost money, not save it.  If this rumor becomes a 

reality, weôre prepared.  We already have plans in place to 

defeat any last minute attempts by the Governor and his top 

advisors to eliminate the small, unique agencies that oversee 

and protect the various outdoor interests of the people we 

represent. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Moose Hunting Permits To 

Increase In 2010 

Last session Senator Troy Jackson from Aroostook 

County submitted a bill (LD # 929) to increase the number of 

moose hunting permits issued by the F&W Department and 

to increase the length of the season from two to three weeks. 

The Senator explained his reason for submitting the bill, 

as follows:  ñThe moose population in the County is much 

higher than the rest of the state. They are a true hazard to 

motorists.  By adding one more week and increasing the 

number of permits, we will allow for greater control of the 

population. Itôs not a fix to the problem, but 

itôs a step in the right direction.ò 

This bill was not enacted, at least not in 

the form that the Senator intended.  It was 

eventually signed into law as a Resolve 

(Resolve 2009, Chapter 121), and basically 

directed the Department to change their 

moose management objectives for Wildlife 

Management District 2, resulting in the 

issuance of more moose permits for that 

particular WMD. The Department is 

currently in the process of implementing that 

change and is proposing an increase of 155 

permits in WMD 2 (30 for bulls and 125 for 

antlerless moose).  If adopted, that increase 

will bring the total statewide number of 

permits to 3170 (2080 bull permits, 955 

antlerless permits and 135 any moose 

permits). 

In keeping with the intent of Senator Jacksonôs original 

bill, the Department is also proposing to adopt a rule 

establishing an additional week of moose hunting 

opportunity in WMDs 2, 3, 6, and 11 to begin on the 3rd 

Monday in October.  This proposal for a late October season 

is likely to be quite controversial.  Weôve already heard from 

MPGA members who would much prefer to see earlier 

moose hunting seasons to better ensure that bulls will 

respond to calling.  At the same time, we have members who 

would prefer a November season to help sporting camps in 

northern Maine offset the decline in bookings by deer 

hunters. 

Time To Get Ready  

For The Next Election 

Although the deadline for submitting articles for this 

newsletter was mid-November, I finished my report in late 

October.  With me, trapping is a passion, and when the 

regular fall trapping season opens, I shut down my computer, 

turn off my answering machine and go trapping.  From the 

start of the trapping season until the ice gets so thick that I 

can no longer paddle a canoe through it, I spend my days 

trapping and my evenings skinning (hopefully!). 

When I wrote this article, the 2009 election was still a 

few days away.  I had already voted by absentee ballot.  The 

only things on my ballot were several uncontested races for 

municipal office and some very controversial referendum 

questions.  By the time you actually receive this newsletter, 

some of the rhetoric about TABOR, motor vehicle excise 

taxes and gay marriage will have probably started to die 

down.  Nonetheless, most of you will be ñsick to deathò of 

political ads, polling results and referendum related letters to 

the editor.  Unfortunately, right now is not the time to take a 

break from political issues.  We must immediately start 

thinking about next yearôs elections and what 

we hope to see happen in our State with the 

ñchanging of the guardò. 

The 2010 election will, in my opinion, be one 

of the most important elections ever for the 

sportsmen and sportswomen of Maine.  Do 

we want another four (possibly eight) years 

of high-ranking state officials walking hand-

in-hand with environmental groups down the 

road to protectionism?  Or are we willing to 

fight for a change in direction? 

If we are going to start to regain the ground 

weôve lost during the past eight years, we 

need to search out and elect candidates that 

fully understand and appreciate the gigantic 

economic impact associated with guiding, 

hunting and fishing.  We need an 

Administration that endorses the concept that 

public lands are for the use and enjoyment of 

the public - all of the public.  We need commissioners who 

will fight to keep lands open to all user groups and not try to 

set aside huge parcels where certain activities are restricted 

solely on the basis of philosophical ideals. 

Whether Republican or Democrat, we need a Governor 

with a vision for our State that can make Maine more 

business friendly while still providing necessary protection to 

our environment.  We need a Governor who appreciates the 

unique and necessary role played by small specialized natural 

resource agencies and doesnôt try to cram them all together 

into one super-agency. We need to start focusing right now 

on the 2010 November election.  Our future is in our hands! 

Lynx Lawsuit Summary 

The Wildlife Alliance of Maine and the Animal Welfare 

Institute filed their most recent lawsuit against the Maine 

Fish and Wildlife Department on August 11, 2008.  On 

September 23, 2008, they filed a motion for injunctive 

(Continued from page 5) 
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relief.  That motion, if granted by a federal judge, would 

have banned foothold and body-gripping traps at land sets 

(both on the ground and elevated) in Wildlife Management 

Districts 1 through 11 and 18. 

Those deciding to join forces and intervene in this 

lawsuit consisted of the Maine Trappers Association, the US 

Sportsmen's Alliance, Fur Takers of America, National 

Trappers Association and several individual Maine trappers.  

On October 14, 2008, the interveners filed a 22-page 

objection to the plaintiffôs motion for injunctive relief.   

The 2008 trapping season started on schedule and had 

been in progress for several days when federal Judge John 

Woodcock scheduled a hearing to listen 

to oral arguments on the plaintiff's 

motion.  The hearing took place on 

November 10, 2008.  After that hearing, 

but before the judge issued his decision, a 

lynx was killed in a conibear trap in 

Aroostook County.  The evidence showed 

that the lynx was killed as the result of a 

trapperôs failure to comply with the intent 

of the rules adopted specifically to keep 

lynx away from conibear traps. 

On November 26, 2008, Judge 

Woodcock issued a 64-page decision on 

the plaintiffôs motion for a preliminary 

injunction.  The judge denied most of the 

motion.  However, he concluded that the 

death of the lynx in a conibear "exposed 

an unanticipated hole in the state's 

regulatory scheme" to protect lynx, and 

he ordered the state to correct this 

problem immediately.  On December 4, 

2008, the state complied with the judge's 

order and used their emergency rule-

making authority to make the necessary 

clarifying changes.     

On December 5, 2008, it was learned that another lynx 

had died as the result of being caught in a conibear trap.  On 

Friday, December 12th, the plaintiffs filed another motion 

requesting that Judge Woodcock issue a temporary 

restraining order banning the use of conibear traps in lynx 

habitat for the remainder of the trapping season.  At about the 

same time the motion was filed, it was learned that this 

second lynx died as the result of being caught in a trap set 

illegally by a nonresident trapper.    

On December 14, 2008, a Sunday, Judge Woodcock 

notified the involved parties that he was scheduling a 

telephone hearing for the following afternoon to listen to oral 

arguments on the new motion.  The day after the telephone 

hearing, Judge Woodcock denied the plaintiffôs motion for a 

temporary restraining order. In his 6-page decision the judge 

stated that the "Plaintiffs have produced no new evidence of 

harm to lynx caused by trappers acting in compliance with 

existing state law".  

The trial to resolve this contentious lawsuit started on 

April 13, 2009 and was scheduled to last no more than four 

days.  When time ran out, there was still a long way to go.  

The trial resumed on June 29th and ended on June 

30th.  The Maine Trappers Association, as interveners in this 

lawsuit, participated at the trial as co-defendants, calling their 

own expert witnesses.  Following the trial, the judge ordered 

the plaintiffs, the defendant and the defendant interveners to 

each submit post-trial briefs by the end of the first week in 

August.  The judge indicated that he hoped to be able to 

render a decision in the case by early September. 

In early August, the plaintiffs submitted a 

52-page post trial brief, making it very 

clear what they hoped to gain from this 

lawsuit.  They asked the court to order, 

prior to the 2009 canine trapping season, 

a complete ban on the use of foothold 

traps at land sets in Wildlife Management 

Districts 1 through 11 as well as a ban on 

the use of body-grippers having a jaw 

spread greater than 4 inches at both 

ground and elevated sets.  Their request, 

if implemented, would have brought an 

end to land trapping for most species in 

the northern half of the state. 

Plaintiff’s In Lawsuit 

File Additional Motions 

On October 13, 2009, with the outcome 

of the lawsuit still undecided, the 

plaintiffôs filed a new motion with the 

court.  This time they asked that the two-

week fox and coyote season, scheduled to 

open in 5 days, be suspended.  On 

October 19, 2009, with the ink hardly dry on their previous 

motion, the plaintiffs filed yet another motion asking that the 

canine season, which had started the previous day, be 

terminated and that the start of regular fall trapping season be 

delayed until the judge issued his ruling on the entire lawsuit.  

On October 20th, Judge Woodcock denied both motions.  

The first paragraph of his ruling reads as follows:  ñThis 

exhaustively litigated case is in order for decision. Frustrated 

by the Courtôs failure to issue a ruling on the pending motion 

for preliminary injunction before the commencement of the 

early coyote and fox trapping season in the state of Maine, 

the Plaintiffs have filed a motion for preliminary injunction 

and a motion for temporary restraining order. The Court 

denies each motion.ò 

At the time I wrote this article, the canine season was 

(Continued from page 6) 
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winding down, the regular fall trapping season was about to 

start, and all interested parties were still guessing as to the 

final outcome of this long and costly lawsuit. 

Judge’s Decision Represents Huge 

Defeat For Animal Rightists 

On the afternoon of November 10th, Judge Woodcock 

issued a final decision on the lawsuit that had been in 

progress for more than a year.  On the morning of the 11th, I 

spent a few hours away from my trap line, reviewing the 28-

page decision, sending out the good news to sportsmen and 

sportswomen across the state and adding 

this new section to my ñalready completedò 

newsletter report.  The decision could not 

have been better!  Judge Woodcock ruled 

in favor of the defendant and defendant 

interveners and against the plaintiffs.  Here 

are just a few quotes from his decision that 

tell much of the story:  

"Each trapping season, the current 

state of regulation in Maine has the effect 

of tolerating the incidental takes of a 

certain number of lynx, an intolerable state 

of affairs to animal rights advocates. Twice 

in the last three years, they have come to 

federal court seeking declaratory relief and 

injunctions against Maine laws and 

regulations." 

"To prevent further incidental takes of 

Canada lynx, AWI sought the issuance of a 

permanent injunction against the state of 

Maine, and in mid-April and late June, 2009, the Court held 

six days of hearing in which the parties presented exhaustive 

testimonial and documentary evidence.  Following the 

hearing, AWI expressly asked for injunctive relief that would 

"(1) prohibit the use of leghold traps on land in the identified 

lynx WMDs as well as in WMD 7 where . . . lynx have been 

identified as present and have been trapped; and (2) prohibit 

the use of killer-type traps with an opening of more than four 

inches in both ground and elevated sets." 

"To the extent the case has been a battle of the experts, 

the Court has relied on Dr. Elowe's testimony over the 

testimony of both Dr. Paquet and Ms. Fox." 

"The Court finds AWI's generic evidence and speculative 

inferences much less convincing than IF&W's specific 

records and finds Dr. Elowe's testimony more convincing 

than the opinions of either Dr. Paquet or Ms. Fox." 

"The Court denies the Plaintiffs' request for permanent 

injunction against the state of Maine's current trapping 

regulations because it finds that the Plaintiffs have failed to 

prove the Canada lynx as a species will suffer irreparable 

harm if the injunction is not granted."  

All Maine Sportsmen Big 

Winners In Lawsuit Decision 

The outcome of this lawsuit is important not only to 

trappers but to each of us who engages in any activity that 

could result in the accidental take of a threatened species.  

For example, just consider the implications if the verdict had 

gone the other way, and the trapping season had been shut 

down because of the possibility that one or more lynx might 

be caught in a trap and released.  Whatôs to prevent such a 

decision from being used to try to shut down the hunting of 

bear, bobcats and coyotes with hounds in any area where the 

dogs might strike a lynx track?  What about 

fishing for trout or bass in any water that 

might contain a threatened Atlantic salmon?  

MPGA Supports Continuation 

Of July Dog Training 

Last winter Senator Troy Jackson of 

Allagash submitted a bill (LD # 171) to 

extend the bear-dog training season.  The 

MPGA opposed the bill as originally 

written but helped draft acceptable 

amendment language that was eventually 

enacted and signed into law.  The new law 

added the month of July to the bear dog 

training season and increased the number of 

dogs that may be trained at one time from 4 

to 6. Although the Legislature approved 

these changes for increased opportunity, 

they took some steps to help make sure that 

these changes did not create problems. First, 

they added a requirement that any person who trains hunting 

dogs on wild birds or wild animals must be in possession of a 

hunting license.  

Secondly, they placed a one-year sunset provision on the 

expanded training season, meaning that the training of bear 

dogs in July would be in effect for only one year unless the 

Legislature re-visited the issue and removed the one-year 

provision 

The expanded opportunity for training bear dogs has now 

been in effect for one season.  In order for it to continue next 

year and into the future, the Legislature must discuss and 

vote on it again this winter. The MPGA has received 

considerable positive feedback from several of our members 

who took advantage of and really appreciated the additional 

opportunity to train their hounds.  Dog owners appear to 

have been very conscientious about when and where they 

trained their dogs, and, to my knowledge, no serious 

problems developed.  Some of us will be meeting with the 

(Continued from page 7) 
 

(Continued on page 9) 

Whatôs to prevent 

such a decision from 

being used to try to 

shut down the 

hunting of bear, 

bobcats and coyotes 

with hounds in any 

area where the dogs 

might strike a lynx 

track?   



9 

 

Department in December to get their take on how the 

extended training season worked out.  We will be 

recommending that the necessary steps be taken at the 

Legislature to allow this extra opportunity to continue.  

Unless something unexpected comes up, it is almost certain 

that our efforts will be successful. 

Turkey Hunting Opportunity 

To Be Expanded 

The two-year budget that was enacted last legislative 

session included a lot of things that have given rise to a lot of 

grumbling among outdoor enthusiasts.  There 

were ñbig ticketò items such as significant 

fee increases for hunting and fishing licenses 

and increased rates for boat and snowmobile 

registrations.  Smaller items, but equally 

aggravating, included increased fees for 

registering deer, bear, moose and turkeys and 

the elimination of mailing out application 

forms for many of the licenses that can only 

be purchased at the Department office, 

including guide license applications.  In fact, 

few sportsmen could find anything in the 

budget to smile about.  The most notable 

exception involves turkey hunters. 

Part 00 of the biennial budget contained 

a provision that combines the spring and fall 

turkey- hunting permit, allowing a tom to be 

taken in the spring and either a hen or tom to 

be harvested in the fall.  The fee for this 

combination permit is $20 for residents.  

(Previously it was $20 for each season.)  For 

nonresidents, the new combination permit is $54.  In 

addition, any holder of the new turkey hunting permit will be 

allowed to purchase a second permit for a fee of $20 that 

allows an additional tom turkey to be harvested in the spring.  

Many guides are already offering turkey-hunting 

packages to their clients.  As the turkey population continues 

to expand and more turkey hunting opportunities become 

available, the demand for guides should increase 

substantially. 

They Want Your Land 

Pat Strauch is the Executive Director of the Maine 

Forests Products Council.  In his position, he answers to a 

wide array of business interests that depend on Maineôs vast 

woodlands. Included under this umbrella are the large forest 

landowners ï the people who own and/or manage millions of 

acres of private land that Maine sportsmen and sportswomen 

are allowed to use for recreation.   

Several times, over the past couple of years, Iôve 

jokingly suggested to Pat that ñThey want your land!  They 

just donôt want to pay for it!ò  Whenever I say this, we both 

chuckle.  Truth be told, we both know and understand that 

the efforts currently underway in this state to trample on the 

rights of landowners in the unorganized territory is no joking 

matter. 

It has long been recognized that environmental and 

protectionist organizations would like to dictate land 

management practices in the ñbig woodsò.  A lot of folks 

became very upset when Roxanne Quimby purchased huge 

parcels of undeveloped land and decided to deny access to 

that land for many of the traditional forms of outdoor 

recreation that had been practiced there for generations.  I 

completely understand the frustrations 

associated with the loss of the use of those 

lands for recreation, especially by those who 

reside in the area.  However, whether we like 

it or not, she does hold title to the land and 

has a legitimate right to decide who can go 

there and what they can do.  Hopefully, over 

time, the animosity will subside, people will 

work together cooperatively and this land, or 

at least some of it, will again be accessible.  I 

think thatôs already starting to happen. 

Of much greater concern, in my opinion, are 

the current efforts by the State, working hand

-in-hand with environmental activists, to 

manipulate the management and use of 

privately owned lands to benefit the general 

public.  There seems to be a growing 

assumption within the current Administration 

that the public has some legal right of access 

to these lands and should have as much, or 

more, say in how these lands are managed 

than the landowners themselves.  Iôm not sure how far the 

State can go in regulating the use of privately owned lands 

before it constitutes ña takingò.  Iôm guessing, however, that 

land values have already been diminished because of State 

imposed restrictions, and, if current trends continue, things 

will only get worse.  When landowners decide that ñenough 

is enoughò and start installing tight gates, Iôm hoping theyôll 

keep one thing in mind.  Most of us that hunt, fish, trap and 

guide understand that using private land for recreation is a 

privilege and not a right.  We respect the rights of 

landowners and work extremely hard to maintain a good 

relationship with them.  Even after the gates go up, Iôm 

hoping that those of us who have treated landowners with the 

courtesy and respect they deserve, will continue to be 

welcome guests on those privately owned lands. 

Have a great holiday season! 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Maine Professional Guides Association 

P.O. Box 336 

Augusta, Maine 04332 

Visit   www.MaineGuides.org 

MPGA Contributors  

Special thanks to the following for their donations: 

$10,000 Plus: 

L.L.Bean, Inc. * (repeat donor) 

National Shooting Sports Foundation (repeat donor) 

Others: 
Stan Kruszewski * (repeat donor) 
 

* donations to the ˈ ñMaine Guides Education Fundέ 

Meetings Schedule 

Sunday, December 6th, 2009, 9AM ð General Membership 

meeting, Holiday Inn on Odlin Road, Bangor (Super Raffle 

drawings). 

Sunday, January 10th, 2010, 9AM ð Board of Directors, at 

the Holiday Inn on Odlin Road in Bangor. 

Sunday, February 28
th

, 2010, 9AM ð Board of Directors, 

at the Holiday Inn on Odlin Road in Bangor. 

Sunday, March 21st, 2010, 9AM ð Board of Directors, at 

the Holiday Inn on Odlin Road in Bangor. 

Saturday, April 10th, 2010, 5PM ð Annual Banquet, at 

Jeffôs Catering in Brewer. 

Sunday, May 23rd, 2010, 9AM ð Board of Directors, at the 

Holiday Inn on Odlin Road in Bangor. 

 

Members are welcome at all Board meetings . 

http://www.maineguides.org/

