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Presidentôs Message 
Rick Hill  

 

 

     Winterôs halfway point is now well behind us and even 

though spring seems a ways off, it will be here before we know 

it. Our annual banquet is a sure sign of spring in many areas of 

the state and if you have not marked your calendar yet, the date 

is April 11th at Jeffôs Catering in Brewer. 

 

30 Years Fighting for Guides 
 

     This year will mark the 30th anniversary of MPGAôs 

founding, a milestone we can all be proud of. 

     I still remember that first meeting in Sebec, when we were 

threatened with losing bear baiting as a method for hunting the 

infamous black bruin. Thirty years later we are still in the cross 

hairs of those same adversaries. The message here is: THEY 

NEVER GIVE UP! 

 

     If history is any teacher, we would do well to look at the 

reasons we formed this association in the first place. Those 

were: 

  

1. To be a politically active organization, protecting our 

businesses, our traditions and our heritage. 

2. To upgrade the image of guides and guiding as a legitimate 

part of Maineôs tourism industry and economic backbone. 

3. To become a viable force to counter the anti-hunting 

movements that were constantly becoming more powerful. 

  

And most recentlyé 

 

4. To be a proactive force in state government policy making 

issues that affect us all in our everyday endeavors. 

  

     A lot of water has gone over the dam since those early days. I 

dare say that we have managed to reach some of the goals we 

had hoped to achieve back then. Full time legislative 

representation was at the top of the list. I am glad to say we 

reached that goal many years ago, and that has served us well. 

     However, that said, we cannot ignore the fact that we still 

have major threats out there and the fight gets progressively 

harder as new groups and well funded adversaries continue 

striving to change the way we all choose to live. 

 

Strength in Numbers 
 

     It is as true now as it was in 1979 ï there is strength in 

numbers. And that my friend is the key to our long term survival 

in this business. 

     Every guide who wants to guide clients as a part of their 

economic subsistence needs to be a part of this professional 

association. Without that affiliation, your days in this business 

are numbered. 

     We will begin a membership drive in the coming weeks. 

There will be much information on this at our annual banquet. 

So be sure to attend, and bring folks with you who may not be 

members, so they can see firsthand what we are about. 

     The next few months, and possibly years, will be full of 

challenges. There has never been a better time to join, and the 

benefits and reasons to join have never been greater. 
 

Have a great spring and summer season. 

 

Rick Hill, President 
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     Since our last newsletter, the Super Raffle committee has 

been very busy coordinating efforts between Marlin and 

L.L.Bean to present the Marlin 1895 Guide guns both stainless 

and blued to the 2008 Super Sellers at the Annual Banquet on 

April 11. We look forward to a very exciting banquet and hope 

to see you all there. 

     We have also started our campaign for the 2009 Super 

Raffle.  We are making great efforts to contact anyone within 

the association who would like to participate in this yearôs Super 

Raffle Contest. 

     You can find details for this yearôs Super Raffle on the 

MPGA website at (www.maineguides.org), or you can contact 

Bert Goodman by email at bgoodman@fairpoint.net.  

     For those of you who do participate in this yearôs raffle we 

are pleased to announce, in cooperation with Remington 

Firearms, the new prize is a Marlin MX308 Express with the 

Professional Guide logo engraved on the stock. 

 

MPGA must be in this fight! 

And, to be effective we must raise money! 

The 2009 raffle sales contest will work very much like last year. 

 

If you are a first time winner and sell $1,500 worth of Super 

Raffle tickets, you will win a Marlin 1895G Guide Gun 

(45/70, Blued Finish).  

If you are a second time winner and sell $1,500 worth of 

Super Raffle tickets, you will win a Stainless Marlin 

1895GS Guide Gun (45/70). 

If you are a third time winner and sell $1,500 worth of Super 

Raffle tickets, you will win a Marlin MX308 Express. 

If you sell $1,000 worth of Super Raffle tickets, you will win 

a $200 L.L.Bean gift certificate. 

If you sell $500 worth of Super Raffle tickets, you will win a 

$100 L.L.Bean gift certificate. 

 

Be a Player ï Be a Winner ï Support your MPGA  
 

     The Super Raffle has become a large part of the MPGA 

fundraising efforts.  It is very important that we all participate in 

this effort so we can defend and protect Maineôs traditional 

outdoor heritage. We invite you to stand with us. 

 

Trip Pledges 
 

      Members pledged trips worth nearly $50,000 for the 2008 

Super Raffle, of which winners will claim over $13,000 in trip 

values ï Wow, what generosity! 

     Joe Cabral has again stepped forward and donated an Idaho 

Elk Hunt worth $4,250 to be the 2009 Bonus Trip. Everyone 

who buys a raffle ticket will be entered in the bonus drawing 

and might win this great trip! 

      Other members have already started submitting their pledges 

for this year. The sooner you mail in your trip pledge form, the 

sooner your information and website link will be added to the 

Super Raffle webpage. 

 

Tickets & Forms 
 

     Tickets are ready for you to start selling. Just contact Bert for 

a supply. You can get the Trip Pledge Form online, or by 

contacting Bert. 
 

 Bert Goodman 

 bgoodman@fairpoint.net 

 (207) 528-2320 

Eleven of these 2007 ñSuper Sellersò who received their Marlin Guide Guns at the 
Annual Banquet last April, once again out did themselves and will receive a new 

Stainless Marlin Guide Gun at the Annual Banquet on April 11, 2009. 

Thanks to these Super Raffle Sponsors 

2009 Super Super Raffle 
Bert Goodman, Raffle Committee Chairman 

 

 

Support MPGA and Earn this Collection 

Of Marlin ñProfessional Guideò Rifles 

Model 1895G 45/70 Blued Finish 

Model 1895G 45/70 Stainless Finish 

Model 308MX Express Blued Finish 
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Show Committee Report 
By Paul Laney 

Show Committee Chairman 

 

 

     Itôs that time of year again when guides are heading to the 

Sportsman Shows in search of new clients and to see all our old 

ones. It is also when the MPGA makes the rounds at four shows 

in Maine. The show dates are: 

 

Orono ð March13-15 

Wilton ð March 20-22 

Presque Isle ð March 28-29 

Augusta ð April 3-5 

 

     This is a great chance for us to recruit new members. Many 

Maine Guides visit these shows who are not presently members 

and it is up to those of us working the booth to make the sale. 

     This year we will be raffling a Remington 7600 and an Orvis 

Fly Rod. We will sell tickets for both of these items at all four 

shows as well as at the Annual Banquet. Both winners will be 

drawn at the banquet. 

     I would like to thank Art Wheaton for the Remington dona-

tion and Matt Libby for the Orvis fly rod. For a second year, 

L.L.Bean has made a contribution in support of our attendance 

at the Augusta show ï thanks L.L.Bean! 

     If any of you are interested in helping either by working the 

booth or by setting up and dismantling, please contact me by 

phone or email.  Thanks. 

 

 Paul Laney 

 Laneyplott@aol.com 

 796-5068 

 

 

__________________________ 

Moose Permit Deadline 

Extended for 

Online Applications 
 

 

     Applications for the 2009 Moose Lottery now are being ac-

cepted online! Be sure to let your clients know of this new 

moose permit application process.  

     It's simple to apply! And you get instant confirmation of your 

entry into the lottery! 

     This year, applicants have an additional six weeks to enter 

the lottery online. This year's online moose lottery application 

deadline is 11:59 p.m. on May 15. 

     The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife and 

InforME, its licensing partner, have made it easier to enter the 

moose lottery online. 

 

For an application, visit: 

 

 https://www.maine.gov/online/moose 

 

Here's how it works: 

 

     If you applied for a moose permit last year, all of your infor-

mation is pre-filled into this year's online application. To start, 

type in your first name, last name and date of birth as you 

printed it on last year's application. The computer will look up 

your information. Please review your personal data and make 

any necessary changes. 

     If you fill out an application this year, and happen to move or 

change your phone number before the application deadline, you 

can go online and edit your information. 

     Once you've filled out your application, you'll be able to print 

out a confirmation page. Also, a confirmation will be emailed to 

you. This way you have a printed record of the day/time of your 

application as well as all of the information you provided. 

     And if you're already thinking about the 2010 Moose Lot-

tery, you'll be able to apply as early as December 2009. The 

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife plans to 

begin taking online moose permit applications in early Decem-

ber to assist customers who would like to give the application as 

a gift to their family members or friends. 

     Thanks to the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and 

Wildlife for making this easier and extending the deadlines. 

Membership Questions? 
 

Got a question about your membership, dues, or website 

directory listing? Contact Bob Parker: 

Bob Parker 

778-4077 

Email: info@maineguides.org 

License Renewals 
 

Please take note that due to the 

Governorôs budget cuts, IF&W 

will no longer mail reminders to 

renew your guideôs license. 
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Events Committee 

Needs Your Help 
Don Dudley, Events Committee Chairman 

 

     Early in 2008 MPGA began participating in a series of 

special events to promote ñprofessional guidingò and the Maine 

Professional Guides Association to the general public. We 

attended the L.L.Bean Fishing Expo in March, Cabelaôs 

Scarborough store Grand Opening (3 weekends), the Moose 

Permit Drawing at Kittery Trading Post in June, and the 

Paddlesports Expo at L.L.Bean in June. 

     Seizing on this opportunity for better exposure, MPGAôs 

Board formed a Special Events Committee in July to develop 

these opportunities. Since then, the Committee has sponsored 

seminars and manned MPGAôs information booth at three 

weekend events ï National Hunting and Fishing Day at both 

L.L.Bean and Kittery Trading Post, and the ñHunterôs Gear-Up 

Weekendò at Kittery Trading Post. 

     Along the way, our volunteers, traveling over 200 miles each 

way on their own wallet, sold over $1,600 in raffle tickets, and 

helped put MPGA in the spotlight. Thanks to those members for 

volunteering their valuable time and skills. 

 

Help Needed for 2009 Events 
 

   This appeal to all members is for volunteer help with manning 

our booth at various events. These events occur throughout all 

parts of Maine, therefore requiring different distances of travel. 

What we need is a list of members who could be available to 

staff and/or set up our portable booth at these events. The event 

could be at a business such as L.L.Bean, Cabelaôs, Kittery 

Trading Post, etc. 

     With the proper database, members could help with events 

near their home towns, thus saving someone in Patten from 

traveling to Kittery, or from Kittery traveling to Presque Isle. 

     Our presence is often requested at such events, and we set up 

a display booth and man it for set times, usually on weekends, 

during the day. We want to have a guide at the booth to answer 

questions, hand out literature, and represent MPGA. 

     At some events we also may be able to sell raffle tickets, but 

not at all. In some instances we are also invited to have guides 

represent us with demonstrations on various subjects, such as 

fishing, map and compass, upland game hunting, etc. 

     These events help us get our message out to general public, 

help in our ongoing battle to educate others of our existence, 

and help to protect our heritage and guiding profession. 

     The need to be proactive in todayôs society is more important 

than ever before. The public needs to know about guides and 

what role we play in Maineôs tourism economy and wildlife 

management. 

 

Coming Events 
 

     Two events are coming up in March ï the L.L.Bean Fishing 

Expo at their Freeport store, and the Fishing/Turkey Hunting 

Expo at Kittery Trading Post. We need members to attend our 

display at each event. Both these events are on Saturday and 

Sunday, March 21 and 22. 

 

Volunteer & Help our Industry  
 

     PLEASE join our team. Send or email your name, contact 

address, phone, email address, and your special talents (if you 

are interested in doing a presentation) to: 
 

 Don Dudley, Event Committee Chairman 

 Email: ddudley@hughes.net 

 Phone: (207) 446-6170 

 Mail address: 

  P.O. Box 676 

  Patten, ME 04765      

ProPlan 
 

     If you have any questions about available discounts, visit 

MPGAôs website and go to the membership section. You 

may also contact Bob Parker, ProPlan Coordinator, at 778-

4077, or send an email to: info@maineguides.org 

L.L.Bean Info 
     Need info on our member discount program at L.L.Bean? 

Info is available online via the MPGA websiteôs news page, 

or send a blank email to LLBEAN@maineguides.org and 

you will receive an instant reply with a link to our 

informational brochure. Then you can download, read and 

print it. 

     Remember ð You must present your valid MPGA 

Membership Card and state photo ID. No exceptions. 

Membership Cards 
     All members are issued a card when they join and pay 

dues for each year. If you misplaced yours and need a 

replacement before your renewal, send your request to the 

Association by US mail, or by email to: 

info@maineguides.org 

 

     Note ð MPGA does not have paid staff standing by to 

send you a new card. Please allow two to four weeks. 

Event Committee at Kittery Trading Post 

mailto:ddudley@hughes.net



