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Presi dent 0s Meggﬂﬁeaﬁséf\ﬁgﬁrafﬂe committee headed up by Bert

uccess this year. We will be awarding 20

Rick Hill custom Marlin Guide Guns at th
) year we gave out 14.
Happy New Year to members and friends. We all need to Many of these rifles will be

take time for our families and friends this time of year, so | hopegre stainless steel. Several more ticket sellers got into the game
you enjoyed the holidays and are now ready to kickintohigh t hi s year after seeing the suc

gear for 2009. _ . JOB GUYS! So make early plans to be there this year and enjoy
It has been a rough year for most in our business. The another great evening for guides.

economy of the times has hit all of us in one way or another and

we need to look ahead and plan for what is coming down the A Few Rough Spots

pike, perhaps a little more than we otherwise would. i _
One of our most popular benefits has been the discount

Successes & Challenges program that we negotiated with L.L.Bean. This program has
been well received by most members who have used it. In fact,
As | write this letter, MPGMghghak 4aiti@hbtithe SadngdMorh dn€ furcHase mbré&tRalk i N
at next yearo6s budget and pr efadd thel @nndaldnembBraniptidee s yet to com
The good news we have made a lot of headway this year That said, however, we have become aware of some abuses,
and have impacted many areas that are important to us. Our gnd that does not set well with us or L.L.Bean.

V|S|b|||ty has increased dramatica"y and we need to keep those Guidelines were set up when we negotiated the program with

efforts intact. _ o L.L.Bean. To maintain the credibility and worth of this benefit,
With a new state legislature and a new administration in e all need to abide by those rules that were established.
Washington about to take over, our challenges will never be Not all merchandise sold by the company qualifies for the
greater. We are already getting the feedback that will be discount to guides. If you have a question about any part of the
affecting us going forward. program, you need to contact MPGA for a clarification. In most
cases we can resolve the issue.

_ MPGA Officers Unprofessional behavior in the store or to employees of
Chairman: Don Dudley, Patten 4466170 L.L.Bean will not be tolerated, and may result in loss of
President: Rick Hill, Mt. Chase 5282183 membership in MPGA!

Vice Pres: John Rust, Hampden eIy We have worked very hard with L.L.Bean, and they have
SEHEE St CETR I, [z pe 2520 been very supportive and generous to MPGA. Under no
Treasurer: Bob Parker, Wilton 7784077 . y supp 9 . - ) ) -
circumstances do we want to jeopardize that relationship or lose
In This Issue this discount benefit for our members.
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Super Sellers

2008SuperSuper Raffle

Bert Goodman, Raffle Committee Chairman Those who participated by selling Super Raffle tickets will

be rewarded for their efforts. Sellers of over $500 worth of
tickets received a $100 L.L.Bean gift card. Sellers of over
$1,000 worth of tickets received a $200 L.L.Bean gift card. The
L.L.Bean gift cards were sent to their deserving owners in
December so they could be used during the Christmas Season.

ST et Fhafin ool 1505 Glide Goh (abiho}. < © ¢

, will receive a Marlin

| aser engraved with MPGAG&6s i Ma
Eleven of those Super Sellers had won a Marlin Guide Gun for
their fundraising efforts in 2007, and will now receive a

d;tainless model Guide Gun. These rifles will be presented to

their proud owners at our 2009 Annual Banquet on Apffl 11

Be a Playeri Be a Winneri Support your MPGA

| would like to start out by thanking all of the folks who
participated in this yearoés
tickets or by donating trips. If not for your support the raffle
would not be possible!

The Super Raffle is one of our primary sources of income.
As we all know, our outdoor sporting activities, traditions and
culture are under constant scrutiny and attack by individuals an
organizations whose ultimate goal is to change our way of life,
and environmental preservationists are accelerating their efforts
to secure large tracks of land where hunting, trapping, fishing, The
snowmobiling and other traditional uses will be prohibited.

2008 Super Raffle ASuper S

$100 L.L.Bean Gift Cards  $200 L.L.Bean Gift Cards

MPGA must be in this fight!

And, to be effective we must raise monéy » Rena Guimond

¢ Sean Lizotte

¢ Wayne Bosowicz
e Tracey Pinkham
¢ Richard Theriault
e Bob Parker
Super Raffle is Sponsored by

Marlin Guide Gun (Blued)  Marlin Guide Gun (Stainless)

Remington. Marlin &

Hal Blood

America’s Favorite Riflemaker L4 L4 Tenley Bennett
L L B e Bert Goodman e Shawn Boutaugh
¢ Hank Goodman e Joe Bowen
ofi=de ean ¢ Joel Guimond o Allen Christianson
+ Neil Harris e Alex Cote
2008 Super Raffle Success « Don Lewis « Stephen Cole
. Dwaine Lord Don Helstrom
The 2008 Super Raffle was a tremendous success. We ralsed: Wayne Plummer : Paul Laney
$31,000 in 2007. Our goal for the 2008 Super Raffle was « Bob Parker
$35,000. With a tremendous effort from the people who « Jaye Parker
participated and supported the 2008 Super Raffle, we exceeded « Jon Parker

our goal and reached over $38,000! On top of that, members
pledged trips worth nearly $50,000, of which winners will claim
over $13,000 in trip valugsWow, what generosity!

Generous Prize Donations

We should all extend our thanks to the members who
pledged trips for the 2008 Super Raffle. Their names, plus the
number of trip categories they pledged to donate, are:

Thomas Aasbo, Oxbow Lodge (1 Trip)

Daniel Albert, Farmingdale Kayak (1 Trip)

Jeff Bellmore, Georges River Outfitters (1 Trip)

Tenley Bennett, Fish River Lodge (1 Trip)

Larry Berberich, Hook & Gun Guide Service (1 Trip)

Hal Blood Cedar, Ridge Ouitfitters (2 Trips)

Wayne Bosowicz, Foggy Mountain Guide Service (1 Trip)
Joe Bowen, Tomah Mountain Oultfitters (1 Trip)
Thomas Chase, Blueds Wildern
Joseph E. Christianson, Matagamon Wilderness (1 Trip)
Stephen Cole, Spruce Mountain Lodge (2 Trips)

Bob Foshay, Pathfinder Guide Service (1 Trip)

Whttick P, HagogryFlyline, Guide gervice (1 )TEF?)i de Gun

[ ]
of these 2007 Sellerso®

El even
Annual Banquet last April, once again outdid themselves and will receive a new StaifR@E Goodman, North Country Lodge (2 Trips

ASuper

Marli i he A | B April 11, 2009.
arlin Guide Gun at the Annual Banquet on April 11, 2009 (Super Raffle Continued on pagje



(Super Raffle Continued from page

Joel Guimond, Track Down Kennel®dge (1 Trip)

Patrick Haggerty, Maine Seaduck Guide Service (1 Trip)
Don Helstrom, Turnpike Ridge Outfitters (3 Trips)

Rick Hill, Mt Chase Lodge (3 Trips)
Paul Laney, Laneyds
Matt Libby, Libby Camps (1 Trip)

Sean Lizotte, Allagash Guide Service (4 Trips)

Doug McCafferty, Whisperwood Lodge & Cottages (1
Trip)

Denise Murchison, Silverton Sporting Ranch (1 Trip)
Steve Norris, The Pines Lodge (1 Trip)

Bob Parker, Stony Brook Lodge (3 Trips)

Frank Perkowski, Bear Lane Guide Service (1 Trip)
Wayne Plummer, Northern Pride Lodge (1Trip)
Richard Theriault, Mountain View Drifter Lodge &
Ouitfitters (2 Trips)

e Thom Watson, Goose Bay Guide Service (1 Trip)

Gui de

Bonus Drawing Prize Donation

Every Super Raffle ticket buyer qualified for the Bonus
Drawingd a fishing trip for two in Alaska worth $4,000. The
trip is a generous donation from a dedicated member, Mike
Yencha. Mike owns Loon Lodge here in Maine and Deshka
Wilderness Lodge in Alaska. The trip is not just a fishing trip,
itds a f Himespdin Alaska!rThame Mike!

ldaho Elk Hunt
Raffle Successful

The Elk Hunt Raffle drawing was held on October
26. Congratulations to winner Kevin Harland of
Carver, Mass.

Thanks to everyone who bought tickets, and to our
members who sold them.

Special thanks goes to MPGA member Joe Cabral,
who donated the Idaho Elk Hunt worth $4,250. It is
members like Joe who keep MPGA in the forefront pn
issues in Augusta so all guides can stay in business.

On top of that, Joe, owner of Russell Pond Camps
here in Maine and #Bar-C Outfitters in Idaho, has
given MPGA another Guided Elk Hunt in Idaho to b
our 2009 Super Raffle Bonus Trip.

D

Over the top, Joe!

Service

2008 Super Raffle Winners

Congratulations to all of the Winners who were fortunate
enough to be drawn. The drawing for the 2008 Super Raffle

Winners was held at the MPGA general meeting in Bangor on

December 7, 2008. The winners are:

(3 Trips)

Freshwater Fishing Gaylon Bridges, Annapolis, MD

2. Bear over Bait Thomas Lee Jr, Old Orchard Beach, ME
3. Salt Water Fishingj Randy Ballenger, Harrisville, ME

4. Deer Hunfi Howie Bamforth, Scarborough, ME

5. Canoe Adventuré Miranda Brannigan, Brunswick, ME
6. Bobcat with Hound$ Russell Rinninger, McVeytown, PA
7

8

9.

1

=

. Vacationi Stacy Freeman, Appleton, ME

. Bear with Hound$ Adrian Pollard, Clayton, NC
Upland Game Hurit Dave Simmons, W. Monroe, NY

0.Alaska Fishing Trig CIiff Libby, East Hampton, CT

2009 Annual Banquet Awards

We very much look forward to seeing all of the folks who
participated at the MPGA annual banquet on April 11, 2009. All
members should try to attend and personally thank our Super
Sellers and Trip Donors for raising these much need funds to
benefit all guides.

Are You a Player?

So, how about it everyone, are you ready to support the
guiding industry like all those named above who gave trips, sold
tickets or bought tickets?

Donét t hiijudtdoda.Wanuhat list af trip donors,
Super Sellers and winners!

Watch for information about the 2009 Super Raffle coming
soon.If you have any questions, contact Bert Goodman, at:

Bert Goodman

P.O. Box 323

Patten, ME 04765
207-528-2320

Email: bgoodman@fairpoint.net

License Renewals

Please take note that due to the
bud

will no longer mail reminders to
gu
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renew your de
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Event Committee at Kittery Trading Post

Events Committee
Needs Your Help

Don Dudley, Events Committee Chairman

Early in 2008 MPGA began participating in a series of
speci al events to promot e
Professional Guides Association to the general public. We
attended the L.L.Bean Fi shi
Scarborough store Grand Opening (3 weekends), the Moose
Permit Drawing at Kittery Trading Post in June, and the
Paddlesports Expo at L.L.Bean in June.

Seizing on this opportunity
Board formed a Special Events Committee in July to develop
these opportunities. Since then, the Committee has sponsored

semi nars and manned MPGA&s i
weekend events National Hunting and Fishing Day at both

L.L.Bean and Kittery Tradlpng
Weekendo at Kittery Trading

Along the way, our volunteers, traveling over 200 miles each
way on their own wallet, sold over $1,600 in raffle tickets, and
helped put MPGA in the spotlight. Thanks to those members for
volunteering their valuable time and skills.

Help Needed for 2009 Events

This appeal to all members is for volunteer help with manning
our booth at various events. These events occur throughout all
parts of Maine, therefore requiring different distances of travel.
What we need is a list of members who could be available to
staff and/or set up our portable booth at these events. The even
could be at a business such
Trading Post, etc.

With the proper database, members could help with events
near their home towns, thus saving someone in Patten from
traveling to Kittery, or from Kittery traveling to Presque lIsle.

Our presence is often requested at such events, and we set
a display booth and man it for set times, usually on weekends,
during the day. We want to have a guide at the booth to answer
guestions, hand out literature, and represent MPGA.

At some events we also may be able to sell raffle tickets, but
not at all. In some instances we are also invited to have guides
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represent us with demonstrations on various subjects, such as
fishing, map and compass, upland game hunting, etc.

These events help us get our message out to general public,
help in our ongoing battle to educate others of our existence,
and help to protect our heritage and guiding profession.

The need to be proactive in t
than ever before. The public needs to know about guides and
what role we play in Maineds t
management.

Coming Events

Two events are coming up in Marthhe L.L.Bean Fishing
Expo at their Freeport store, and the Fishing/Turkey Hunting
Expo at Kittery Trading Post. We need members to attend our
display at each event. Both these events are on Saturday and
Sunday, March 21 and 22.

Volunteer & Help our Industry

PLEASE join our team. Send or email your name, contact
address, phone, email address, and your special talents (if you
are interested in doing a presentation) to:

Don Dudley, Event Committee Chairman
Email:ddudley@hughes net

gt
%§/¢ 1

Patten ME 04765
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ProPlan

If you have any questions about available discounts, \isit
MPGAG6s website and go to he
may also contact Bob Parker, ProPlan Coordinator, at 778 & T
4077, or send an email to: info@maineguides.org

L.L.Bean Info

Need info on our member discount program at L.L.Be@n?
See pages 10 & 11 of this newsletter. Info is also availabje
online via the MPGA websiftebs
email to LLBEAN@maineguides.org and you will receive
an instant reply with a link to our informational brochure
that you can download, read and print.

Rememberd You must present your valid MPGA
Membership Card and state photo ID. No exceptions.

Membership Cards

All members are issued a card when they join and pay
dues for each year. If you misplaced yours and need a
replacement before your renewal, send your request to the
Association by US mail, or by email to:

info@maineguides.org

Noted MPGA does not have paid staff standing by to|
send you a new card. Please allow two to four weeks.
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- . wildlife managers to waste countless hours of valuable time
Leg |S | atlve U pd ate fighting lawsuit after lawsuit for what amounts to technical

Skip Trask, Legislative Liai violationg of_the fgderal ESA. _ .
P Trask, Legisiative Liaison WAM is financing their destructive agenda by robbing

sportsmen and sportswomen of huge amounts of money that was
collected with the expectation that it would be used to benefit

Animal Protectionists wildlife. WAM is intent on destroying the lifestyles of

Hamper Wildlife Management thousands of Maine families who care deeply about wildlife
o _ _ _ populations and contribute freely to help ensure that those
The Wildlife Alliance of Maine (WAM) has been in popu|ati0ns remain hea|thy
existence for only a few years. In the beginning they tried to WAMOs decision makers are t he

deceive people into believing that their primary purpose was to the state to abandon a coyote control program that was helping
represendordiemmditniome user so 0 frestdd buPdepleted déér hefldlinindriBern and eastern Maine.
resources. It should now be clear to everyone that WAM is a Within the past few years, these peop'e have probab|y done
radical animal welfare group whose goal is to outlaw activities more to disrupt sound wildlife management practices in our

that are critical to the lifestyles of outdoor people in every state than anything else in recent history.
Maine town. They are attacking what we do and are forcing
every person who hunts, fishes or traps t Trappers Wjn First Two
pay for those attacks. A I -

In 2007, they assisted a national anim| n WA M IS q t t SkimSheK inl L_aiﬁht g
rights group (Animal Protection Institute) h d d Lynx Lawsuit
in bringing a lawsuit against the Fish and|  \\/ at we o an are o _ .
Wildlife Department for alleged violations The Wildlife Alliance of Maine and the
of the federal Endangered Species Act . Animal Welfare Institute filed their most
(ESA). forC|ng every perso recent lawsuit against the F&W

As most folks know, the API lawsuit Department on August 11t hese animal

resulted in some changes in the trapping . rights groups then waited until September
rulesi changes thanight help reduce the Who huntS, f|SheS (GI"23rd to file a motion for injunctive

already tiny number of times that lynx ard relief. That motion, if granted by a federal
judge, would have banned foothold and

taken accidentally in traps.
What sportsmen and sportswomen mg traps to pay for body-gripping traps at land sets (both on
not know is thabur license dollars were the ground and elevated) in Wildlife

used to reimburse the protectionists for t t h 0OS e at “’;naﬁ“‘g[) fi:ﬁlmwgh ahd
18. The Departmerdrid interveners in the

money they spent in bringing that lawsuit

The federal ESA contains a provision thg case were given until October 14th to
sometimes allows the plaintiffs in a respond five days before the start of the
lawsuit to recover some or all of their legal fees. As aresult, ~Canine trapping season. _ _

API received a check from the Department to the tune of The group of interveners consists of the Maine Trappers

$140,000. Since then, the same animal rights group has receivefissociation, the US Sportsmen's Alliance, Fur Takers of
an additional $160,000.00 from a nearly identical lawsuitin ~ America, National Trappers Association, and individual trappers

Minnesota. | suspect that Minnesota sportsmen paid that bill.  Dana Johnson, Don Dudley and Carl Guay. On October 14
WAM is now teamed up with another national animal rights the intervenersfleda2@age obj ection to tl
organization from Washington DiCthe Animal Welfare for injunctive relief. Assistant Attorney General Chris Taub,

Institute (AWI1). They are using a second lawsuit to continue ~ representing the F&W Department, also filedtten objections
their efforts to chip away at our trapping privileges. My guess isto the WAM/AWI motion.
that they are equally interested in getting another pot of money  The 2008 trapping season started on schedule and had been
from the state. They are counting on that money to keep them in progress for several days before federal Judge John
solvent and help finance their next attack. Woodcock scheduled a hearing to listen to oral arguments on

If another check is written, which is highly likely, it will be  the plaintiff's motion. The hearing took place on November
money from your pocket and mine. Every penny of it will be ~ 10th, and several MPGA members were in attendance.

money that we gave to the state in the form of license fees, ~ After that hearing, but before the judge issued his decision, a
believing that it would be used to help manage and protect lynx was killed in a conibear trap in Aroostook County. The
Maineds wildlife resources. judge waited a few days to get all the facts about the incident.
There is no reason to believe that these groups will ever stopHe was provided with evidence showing that the lynx was killed
filing lawsuits, no matter how frivolous, as long as they can as the result of a trapperds f
continue to recoup their expenses. or the intent of the rules adopted specifically to keep lynx away

WAM continues to promote the idea that they represent the from conibear traps.
Ainemnsumptive userso of wil dl {OnNovembeg2pth, Judge Woasdgoekissugdp@de t r ap p e
that | know (and | know a lot of them!) spends a lot of time decision on the plaintiffds mo
involved in wildlife related activities that fall into the category  injunction. The judge denied most of the motioHowever,he
of Emomumptive usebod. Does t¢prcludegriBahtihe death gfthe lypx ima gorjbear "exposed an
l ooking out for our interests? Hardl y! WAM is {fc@ihubdbnPage Ma i
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(Continued from pagb)

unanticipated hole in the state's regulatory scheme" to protect
lynx, and he orderethe state t@orrect this problem
immediately. On December 4th, the state complied with the
judge's order and used their emergency-nuéking authority to

make the necessary clarifying changes.

On December 5th, it was learned that another lynx had died
as the result of being caught in a conibear tf&fforts to obtain

information about the incident were largely

Me mber s of Governor 6s
Unable To Agree On Plan

The Natural Resource Agencies Task Force met for the final
time on December™ Going into the final meeting, several of
us were cautiously optimistic that a majority of the group would
vote to adopt the major restructuring proposal prepared by the
Natural Resources Network during the summer and presented to
the entire Task Force in September.
As | reported in the last newsletter, there

unsuccessful because of an ongoing crimi
investigation. On Friday, December 12th,
the plaintiffs filed another motion requestin
that Judge Woodcock issue a temporary
restraining order banning the use of conibg
traps in lynx habitat for the remainder of th
trapping season or, as an alternative,
requiring that conibear traps be checked o
a daily basis.

At about the same time the motion was
filed, it was learned that this second lynx
died as the result of being caught in a trap
set illegally by a nonresident trappetThe
trapper then hid the animal in the woods a
did not report it. Earlier in the fall, the samg
trapper had been cited for several trapping
related violations, some of them involving
violations of the rules designed specifically
to protect lynx.

On December 14th, a Sunday, Judge

was initially strong opposition to some parts

" .
Plalntlﬁs have of our plan. Since September, however, the
Network had modified the plan considerably
produced NO NEe\V | to address concerns, and, as a result, more
and more Task Force members were
: fgetting on boardo.
eVIdence Of harm tO Unfortunately, things went downhill in
the early stages of the final meeting. We
|ynX Caused by were advised that there would be no vote,
there would be no majority report and,
without consensus, there would be no

trappers aCting in significant restructuring recommendations

) ) in our final report. That report is now being
Comp||ancew|th prepared, and | donot
on it or not.
B s " Based on the rough dr

eXlStlng State IaW, the report is way too lengthy (nearly 35

pages) given the small number of relatively

- Judge Woodcock minor recommendations it contains. It also

gets into areas that go way beyond the

Woodcock notified the involved parties tha

he was schedulingtelephone hearing for the following
afternoon to listen to oral arguments on the new motion. The
day after the telephone hearing, Judge Woodcock denied the

plaintiffdés motion f

In a nutshell, the motion was denied because the lynx was
taken in a trap set in violation of rules adopted by the state to
protect lynx. In his 6page decision the judge stated that the
"Plaintiffs have produced no new evidence of harm to lynx
caused by trappers acting in compliance with existing state As
law". The lawsuit itself is ongoing and is currently scheduled
for trial in front of Judge Woodcock in miépril in Bangor.

State Adopts Turkey
Hunting Rules For 2009

legislative mandate given to us.
The draft also, in my opinion, implies that the Network is
largely to blame for the failure of the Task Force to reach
consensus on_a major restructu
or a tempa o, Yechu eXherk @ Jjeﬁnheﬂ/ éom@ trruﬁ1 fo'that
implication. Had the Network known, from the onset, that the
only acceptable outcome from the Task Force was a complete
merger of the four natural res
even been sitting at the table.
|l 6m sure you recall, this
Governor submitted legislation last winter to merge four natural
resource agencies into no more than two. Our Network played a
key role in defeating that proposal. As a compromise, we
reluctantly agreed to support the creation of this Task Force, and
even to become members, with the hope that we could help
bring about positive changes that would benefit Maine people.

In mid-November, the F&W Department adopted rules From the beginning, | suspected that the Task Force was
setting the guidelines for the 2009 spring turkey hunt. Hunting being steered toward recommending a merger similar to what
will be allowed in Wildlife Management Districts 7, 10, 11,12, was cont ained in the Governor6

13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26. The split made at the final Task Force meeting reinforced my suspicions
season, which has been in place for several years, has been i any restructuring plan that did not result in a merger of the
eliminated. The season will begin on Mdyahd continue four agencies would not be acceptable to the Administration.

through June Bfor all permit holders

I nformation | 6ve recently obt

The original proposal also called for eliminating the noon Administration, who prefer to remain anonymous for obvious

closure and allowing hunting until oalf hour after sunset. reasons, is that the Governor is planning to submit the same
However, opposition from t he mprgebproposal dgain thistsessiof.al | day o hunt.i
turkeys caused the Department to back away from that part of I hope thatds not true. Hi s g

the proposal. As a result, legal hunting time will continue to be last winter, and, if he brings it back, it will be defeated again. |

from onehalf hour before sunrise to noon.

find it very troubling that this Administration is insistent on

The season bag limit will remain at one bearded turkey per merging the natural resource agencies when it is obvious that
permit holder. Saturday, May®will be open to turkey

hunting for kids only ages 10 through 15.

(Continued on pag@é)



(Continued from pag8) Wh at i s unique about Dr . Danr
apparently the first study in the country about the possible

the people who would be most affected by such a merger do noharmful affects of soft plastic baits on sport fish populations.

want it. Guides and anglers have been expressing concerns about the use
I understand that the Net wo oftesdhmnits$onadleastswp erthiee years; perhdpd londks and e

Nonetheless, the Network consists of fourteen organizations thatfound it pretty amazing and very alarming that nobody, other

rely on Maineds | and and wat ¢hanDr. Danmmey has emplefed any sbientifitiresbauck onrnhe s s

recreation. Our interests cover a broad array of pursuits from harm that these baits might be doing.

guiding and snowmobiling to hunting, fishing and trapping to Dr. Danner is on the verge of conducting two more similar

growing salmon, potatoes and blueberries, to harvesting forest studies. Unfortunately, the Baldacci Administration is forcing

products and lobsters to producing fruits, vegetables and dairy the Department to make unreasonable budget cuts, and there is

products. We have a combined membership of more than little if any money available to Dr. Danner to pay for this
62,000 peopl e. That 6s a pr e tritically gnpostaht wrk. cAwcoudle ofi \daine anlkeges have

The rumor mill also suggests that the repeated effort to agreed to provide volunteers to help carry out these studies, and
merge natural resource agencies will be accompanied by a fiscdDr. Danner is optimistic that the studies he has designed will
note promising significant savings. That might sound like a soon be completed in spite of devastating budget reductions.
good strategy, given the huge economic mess that the When the results of the already completed study appear in
Legislature will be facing. Legislators will be inclinedtograsp sci enti fic journals and the pa
onto any savings they can find. = guessing that soft plastic baits will start to

| can promise you, however, that a N | f : as D ceive grea@ aru‘n'y. neer:rand fishery

lot of us will be questioning any iologists nafionwide, and throughout North
suggestion that the merger will save | - . . -, America, will demand to know what these
money. On the basis of all the |ndlcated, a plaSth ba|tbaits are doing to our sport fishery and to our
information the Task Force reviewed, . . environment. If, as Dr. Danner indicated, a
merger woul_d save nothing and would that W|nds up N the plastic bait that winds up in _the stomaqh _of a
almost certainly increase costs. trout or bass has the potential to remain in
Just for example, the Atlantic the food chain for over 200 years, there is

Salmon Commission was recently StOmaCh Of a trOUt Ol reason for great concern.

merged with the Department of Maring The manufacturers of some of these baits
Resources. How much money do yoi hasSs has the potentia| @/ probably question the results of the
think was saved? None. It cost abouf study, but I d6m willing
hundred thousand dollars to make tha . working a lot harder to develop
change! remain in the fOOd biodegradable alternatives that are just as

I 61l be asking WM effective at catching fish as the potentially
make a trip to Augusta to have your Chain for over 200 harmful baits that most anglers are using
voices heard on agency consolidation today.

and when the Administration decides { . MPGA will keep pushing this topic until
try again to force it down our throats. yeal’S, there IS reason e get some satisfactory answers!

Growing Concern among f or gr eat e QPredagor@Nprking Grogp
Fishing Guides Finalizing Recommendations

About Soft Plastic Baits

The Deer Predation Working Group met for the fifth and

On December 1) MPGA representatives met with F&W final time on December 18 Our final report and
Commissioner Danny Martin and members of his staff to accompanying recommendations will be drafted over the next
discuss issues of mutual interest or concern. We hold these ~ few weeks and submitted to the Legislative Fish and Wildlife
meeting four times each year. Committee in January.

For the second time in as many meetings, the MPGA brought During the past quarter century | have served on numerous
up the subject of soft plastic fishing baits and the potential task forces and working groups. The Deer Predation Working
impacts of these baits on sport fish populations. Group has proven to be one of the most challenging for me,

The Departmentos fish pat holargelybecause oys efforts fogused primagily one&qyote control
attended the meeting and talked about his efforts to obtain and the most effective tools for controlling coyotes are no
scientific information about the effects of these baits on various longer available to us.
fish species. Deer numbers in northern, eastern and parts of western

He detailed the one study he has already completed (the Maine are the Iovv_est in at least 50 years, probably_a lot longer.
study | discussed in the previous newsletter) involving brook ~ There is no question that several things have contributed to the
trout that were allowed to voluntarily ingest soft plastics baits ~ dramatic decline. Weather, land use/cutting practices and

along with their regular hatchery diet. That study, which predation are all part of the
showed these baits to be very harmful to brook trout, has been Weather. The habitat may be in bad shape in many areas, but
accepted for publication in scientific journals and will also there are no fAquick fixeso.

receive special attention in an upcoming issue of Field and

; Continued on pagg
Stream Magazine. ( pag8)
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In the short term, we need to be able to maintain and enhance
remnants
of the guiding industry. We need to protect as many deer as

the struggling

possible until their numbers?h%p,éoggAag
capacityo of the existing winpder o

does during hunting season, increasing fawn survival in the
spring and helping does make it through our harsh winters

without being eaten alive.

There have always been differences of opinion, both among
sportsmen and among biologists, about the success of predator
control programs in restoring big game populations. Whatever

your opinion might

able to find several scientific studies to support that opinion.
One thing is certain. If coyotes take down an adult doe in
February, that doe will not produce twin fawns in the spring, or
the spring after that, and after that, and so on.

When deer numbers get extremely low, predators may be th

Support Building to Repeal
Guide Requirement for Alien Hunters

of

| egi sl ator
(the Department stron

be, | toyet @ BT enadeld.

can

n &'hfge hrto

wh arivo y@a?seagota Bill V\paf enécl%oereqﬁi%é dich ﬂunt@rE tg

gﬁide when pursuing moose, deer Qr bear. Since then,

it df

s and the

b

JhdeBefv&d'critidism " 9
He Bohtihufinh misperdeptiBnithatWe &dhédthB " O t
whole thing in order to generate business for our members.

The fact is that | testified against this legislation on behalf of
the MPGA just like | did on an identical bill in 2001. This time,
however, a combination of strong support from northern Maine
F&W Depart

dyoBRgE e PY R 2090 g

| still thought the bill would die on the appropriations table
because of the negative fiscal note of more than $40,000 in each
of the two years of the budget cycle. That issue was resolved in
the final hours of the legislative session when the bill was
&mended to require the Department to reimburse the General

one factor keeping that herd from bouncing back. Predation is Fund, to the tune of $82,432, for the estimated loss in license

also the one factor affecting deer numbers that we can try to do

something about Immediately

sales over a twgear period.

That 6s

Coyote Control Seen As Key
To Rebuilding Deer Herd

Just about everyone on the Deer
Predation Working Group seems to beliey
that our best chance to reduce deer losse
predators is to focus our efforts on coyotg
during the winter months when deer are
concentrated, stressed and most vulneral

The most effective way to control
coyotes at that time of year is with the usg
of snares. The next best tool is the foothd
trap. Unfortunately, the coyesnaring
program was suspended several years ag
on the advice of the Attorney General
because of concern about federally
threatened lynx and threats of a lawsuit b
an animal protection group. More recentl
two lawsuits involving the incidental take
of lynx in traps have probably eliminated
any possibility that the use of footholds
will be allowed for taking coyotes during
the winter months in any area a lynx migh
visit.

In short, the best tools for controlling
coyotes are not currently available to us.
So where does that leave the Deer

Predation Working Group, and what

recommendations will the group be

nWe need t

many deer as possible

until their numbers get
back up to
capacityo
winter habitat...
Our best chance to redd
deer losses to predators
to focus our efforts on
coyotes during the wintg
months when deer arg
concentrated, stressed &
most vuln

o}

a

Oto forc

Japetceniaoqel ¢

bi
a

pretty

nonregident hunters, those who are

discriminates against

not US citizens, to hire guides.
t Italso, in my opinion,

one class of

nonresidents and, if challenged, might
very well be ruled unconstitutional.

tAske

f@m the Qud@tag afd [y i

constitutional issues, the new law has

) aFo crealted rﬁm@ogs ot

problems.” The wording, W

irclz(saylls S t

that an alien hunter must be

accompaniedby a guid

e, has resulted

in numerous interpretations about
Gfether the hunter and the guide must
always be physically together or
b 1Bether several hunters may use the

same guide. The new
infuriated alien hunter

law so
s last fall that

many demanded refunds on hunting

D
"

HIJ\/Iany ot her

censes they had already purchased.

s didnot

and North Maine Woods lost
thousands of dollars in gate fees.
In short, this new law was a
)_ﬂt@ake. It has done nothing but
cause problems. It has already cost

herDeﬁ\rtbenI th

ands 6 lost

icense tevenue ang has been a public

rel ations

making? Obviously, our report must be

presented to the Legislature before it is made public.

rid of it!

ni ght mar e

This past spring | discussed this issue with Representative

All'l can say, at this point, is that there are still some options Pat Flood. | reported on that discussion in an earlier newsletter.

available to us. There are some steps we can take immediatelyP a t

not on

Iy

represents

the to

to try to reduce the Kkilling of deer by coyotes. There are some member and a friend. He had heard about the problems

other things things that may take a whilehat will help ensure

that wedll eventually have
controlling coyotes.
Il 61l give a more detailed

associated with this law and was thinking about submitting a bill
a docepealst. Ittold Pdt that if he submitied theditl, she MAGA

would support it and do everything possible to get it enacted.

Predation Working Group in the next newsletter.

r Begpresentative Flood didesubmiibtine bill, dnal it weill bb givertah e

(Continued on pag®)
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public hearing by the Legislative F&W Committee sometime

this winter.

|l 6ve been talking

Carmoose collisions remain a huge concern and landowner

complaints about moose damage to broccoli and other crops

have skyrocketed.

If implemented, the experimental hunt would take place in

wi t h a

that there is growing sentiment to get rid of this bad law. At our Presque Isle, Fort Fairfield and Eastern. It would probably

recent Quarterly Meeting with the F&W Department, the
Commissioner stayed nasommittal about what position the
Department will take when the bill comes up for hearing.
understandabl e.
exactly how a bill is worded before deciding how to react.
confident

That 6s

However, l &dm qui te
l aw should be

itds already cost

repeal ed.
them a
publicity. They are facing horrific budget cuts, and although

The

Tt
| ot

occur in late August or early September when moose are most
likely to be concentrated in the broccoli fields. About a hundred
permits would be issued through a lottery drawing, with more
thanphalfrofttha penntits goingud ldandowrlerg. Landdwhess t
receiving permits would be required to hunt on their own

gualifyeny lénd ¢onsistingaoh at least@ighéy mahtiggoasyacras.h a t
s hUp to fody-fidle percant di theoperimits,showevern véould be r
isuedttaheligible gulddsthree td eaoh guides selecteé. if, ®on u e
example, fortyfive permits were made available to guides,
difteen yugdesowouldreach receivethpea peenits. Tthase duides i r

would not be allowed to harvest a moose, but they would be

this bildl represents fdAsmall
actual need, every little bit helps!
1 61 | be asking MBEC A mo mh o r ¢ t N
come to Augusta to testify on this bill A Gu i d es Wo u |

when the time comes. In the meantime
it wouldnodét hurt f{
Representative and Senator a call, tell
them that this bill is coming and explain
why this terrible law should be repealeq

Guides to Play Key Role
In Experimental Moose Hunt

Will guides finally get a few moose
hunting permits that they can offer to
their clients?

Over the years, the MPGA has sent
several delegations to Augusta, hat in
hand, asking the Department and the
Legislature to consider allocating a sm
number of moose hunting permits to
licensed guides for resale to their client
I a practice that seems to have worked
well in other places. The response,
however, was always the same, and af
several attempts the MPGA placed the
i ssue on the fAbacl

Those efforts, however, may finally
be starting to pay off if the Department
decides to move ahead with a
Afdepredationo
Aroostook County.

This controlled hunt is still in the
planning stages, and there are several

mo O {

to work with the owners of
the land where these moosé&
are causing problems, hel

broker good relationships
between the hunters and t

landowners, help harvest

the hunt go

- In other words, being a
Professional Maine Guide.

~

U

P

problem moose regardless|cf
the sex or size of the anim;
make sure each moose i$
processed quickly to avoic
spoilage and otherwise dg
what it takes to ensure ths

~

|

)
1

a)
-

hurdles yet to be crossed before it

becomes a reality. The reason for the hunt is to lower the moose
population in several towns in the northeast corner of the state,
thereby reducing mooseehicle collisions as well as crop

damage complaints.

Several years ago a public working group, on which the
MPGA was represented, recommended that moose numbers be

ne

sure each moose is processed quickly to

S

allowed to offer those permits to three of

eir clignt
@ Gui es?}ould o%vi?)(usk)/ beenegt fr'é)me

this arrangement, but they would also
have a tremendous amount of
sponsibility. Guides would be
expected to work with the owners of the
land where these moose are causing

problems, help broker good relationships
between the hunters and the landowners,

help harvest problem moose regardless
the sex or size of the animal, make

avoid spoilage and otherwise do what it
takes to ensure that the hunt goes
oothly.
Participation in this controlled hunt
ould be completely separate from the
regular moose hunt. In other words, a
person could take a moose during the
controlled hunt and still be eligible to
participate in the regular moose lottery.
Participation in the controlled hunt
would not trigger the normal twgear
waiting period, and a moose taken
during the controlled hunt would be in
addition to the statewide annual bag
Ii|§'t of ORE. ﬁ?i@s
i mprove a rso
regular moose lottery would not be
affected either.

More details will become available as
the Department refines their proposal.

Skip

cut back along the Route #1 corridor in northeast Maine in the
interest of public safety. Although the Department adopted that Got a question about your membership, dues, or website
recommendation as a management goal, the goal has never bedirectory listing? Contact Bob Parker:

met. If anything, moose numbers have increased in that area.

Bob Parker
7784077

Membership Questions?

Email: info@maineguides.org
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Follow these Simple Rules

Unprofessional Members
Harming L.L.Bean i .
o Freeport retail store only
D ISCO u nt P rog ram ¢ Items that are actually in the store and on the shelf at the

time of your purchase.

e These items are for your own personal use and for use in
your professional guiding activities.

Outdoor Sporting Equipment

Items in the Hunting/Fishing Department.

Items in the Boat/Bike/Ski Store

Men's & Women's Apparel

Footwear

Note: The discount varies by product, and certain products
have no discount.

Store Discounts only apply to:

As the December 23rd email newsletter indicated, very
unprofessional behavior by MPGA members while shopping at
L.L.Bean's Freeport store is placing this program at risk.

MPGA's Board of Directors will not put up with any abuses
of this generous program, or with any disrespect being shown to
L.L.Bean's store staff. If this continues we may need to curtail
the program. In addition, such behavior by a member may result
in losing their MPGA membership and privileges.

MPGA members are expected to: Discounts DO NOT apply to:

Freeport Outlet Store, or any other retail outlet locations.
Items that are not in the store and on the shelf at the time of
purchase. The store will not order an item for you. Go home
first, and then order through our Special Discount Order
contact.

All Items in the following departments:

¢ Kids Department.

¢ Home Department.

o Travel Department.

Items to be given as gifts.

Gift Cards

Boot repairs.

Online orders.

+ Be a Professionaboth when guiding and when interacting e
with the public at all times. Doing otherwise is J
unacceptable. MPGA members must stand out as
exemplary representatives of Maine Guides, of Maine, and
of MPGA. At all times. Including when shopping at
L.L.Bean or other retailers who support guides with .
special discounts and donations.

+ Know and abide by the discount program's ruleghat
we have negotiated with L.L.Bean. It is up to you to know
what products are covered or not, not the store staff.

+ Present a current MPGA Membership Card a photo
ID, and a telephone number. NO EXCEPTIONS. This is

very simple. No card, no discount. It i . ..
not L.L.Bean's problem if you forgot Whether GUIdlng or
Shopping at L.L.Bean!

Other restrictions may apply. For
more info on the discount program, and
how to order by telephone from the
Special Discount Orders line, visit
MPGA's website where you can read
the rules, and also download a brochure
to take with you.

your card.

+ Respect L.L.Bean's returns policy-
that of taking back items that are
defective or unsatisfactoryand to not
use this as a way to outfit your clients
for a few days in the field. This abuse
a business' good will is unacceptable,
and unfortunately a number of Maine
Guides are known by L.L.Bean to do

Be Professional

Know & Follow the Rules WARNING

Arguing with store staff, raising
your voice, swearing, insults, yelling,

Carry your MPGA

this on a regular basis. Don't do it. Be
fair, and be professional. Ask yourself
you would want your clients to do theg
things to you or your staff.

MPGA members have been abusing theg
expectations. Unfortunately, these membet
place the entire discount program in jeopan

The unacceptable behavior of a few will co

Membership Card

Respect Others

e Say Thanks for privileges
offered to you

all other MPGA members a great deal. Every
time this happens, MPGA gets a call. Sometimes within
minutes. The next call may be the last straw.

You must take responsibility for this program, and make sure

there are no more calls. Be sure to thank L.L.Bean's staff for

or even more extreme behavi$fRE
NOT PROFESSIONAL. Any member
doing so will be identified, reported to
MPGA, and will have their MPGA
membership suspended or terminated,
along with privileges like receiving
discounts at L.L.Bean and other stores.
Take note that the store security
cameras record and reveal all.

Discount Program Outline

That said, an overview of this program starts on the next

making your discount possible. Be sure to stop any member yowpage. You can also find this in the membership section of the
see or know of who fails to appreciate the good will and good MPGA website.

Thank You, L.L.Bean!

deal that L.L.Bean is giving us.
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L.L.Bean

ProPlan Discounts
For MPGA Members

Nothing says fAMained better
L.L.Bean. The Maine Professional Guides Association and
L.L.Bean have worked closely together for many years, and we
are now very pleased to offer this terrific discount program for
MPGA members.

Guide members may buy directly from L.L.Bean at their
Freeport Retail Store, by Telephone, and by Mail Order

This greatly expanded discount program is the result of our
growing relationship with L.L.Bean and their recognition of
MPGAG6s successes and i mporta
landscape.

Eligibility Criteria

+ Discounted purchases are intended for use by active guide
members of the Maine Professional Guides Association.

+ Guides may purchase certain items for field use by their
clients, even i f obviously

Members Speak Out

Al for one truly recogni z
program. They are under no obligation to provide this se
the Maine Professional Guides Association. Everyone, W
exceptions, should always present themselves as profesgionals ti
the L.L.Beanébés staff. We | ar e
Association and at no time should we ever be viewed in any othe
manner. It would be a shame to lose such a tremendouq progran
| certainly hope we do not broad brush all the membership with a
tainted view because of a few low life individuals that have entere
our ranks. I have numer ou fr
embarrassed to be associated with those few who abuse
program. Therefore, | believe that termination is the only
for thoseBudDoughtw i dual s. 0o

a)

bt h
rvice to
ith no

»]

the
recours

but't
ho
ze the

AThank you very much for
Privilege in the Newsletter. Please punish any member w
abuses this privilege so the rest of us can continue to util
L. L. Be anDopgBorgeaulxm. 0

hat
|_.Bean
n an
e may
nals a

B uch

il am very sorry to hear
behavior could jeopardize the generous discounts that L.
gives us. The names of these individuals should be put i
email as soon as the offense occurs. A little peer pressur
work wonders. Give the rest of us rule abiding professio
chance t o {roby Mantgomeryr own.

rainwear, waders, and life vests.
+ WARNING 7 MPGA urges you to abide by this and not

abuse L.L.Beands generosity
Failure to respect the progr
L.L.Beanés staff may result

+ MPGA membership card and a state photo ID are required to
receive the discount.

Purchases without required identification
will not be discounted.

REMEMBER 6 You must always present your Current
MPGA Membership Card, so be sure you renew on time.

Direct Purchase
Discount Guidelines

20-40% discount on fulprice men's and women's apparel
and footwear, and outdoor sporting equipment. (* Note:
Exceptions apply, 10% or no discount)

Discount on Phone or Mail Orders and at the Freeport, Maine
Retail Store, including the Hunt/Fish Department and the
Boat/Bike/Ski Store.

No discounton Outlet Store purchases and Internet orders.
No discounton products in the Kids, Home or Travel
Departments.

MPGA members making store purchases are required to
present their MPGA membership card, valid driver's license
or state photo ID, and telephone number.

No discounton special, manual orders.

In-store discount applies to drand merchandise only. All
other qualifying merchandise must be ordered through the
Mail Order Courtesy Discount Line to receive the discount.
See Ordering & Purchasing Instructions.

11

d'%?‘l’“'f‘fﬁ?'? Ordﬁraforétg“’”{y Pi%“% Rlaceq Y& ¢ o u n t

me nt
',5“56 apeb fororby fpmity Beffiets A ;

ot er |n V|duas are prohibited.

Discount is not intended for fundraisers.

No discounton gift cards.

No discounton L.L.Bean boot repairs or rebuilds.

(Shipping fees apply.)

No store pickups (Orders cannot be called in to be picked

up at the store.)

MPGA members may not combine courtesy discount with

other L.L.Bean savings promotions.

Merchandise Discounts & Exceptions List
Updated October 8, 2008 (Subject to change *)

NO DISCOUNT ALLOWED *
All Global Positioning Systems (GPS)
Bait
Film
Gift Cards
Special Orders
Charges/Fees:
0 Alterations
Bike Service
Licenses (Hunting/Fishing)
Monogramming
Repairs, Rebuilds
Shipping

S SO

(L.L.Bean Discount Info Continued on pat®



(L.L.Bean Discount Info Continued from paB

20% DISCOUNT ALLOWED *
Binoculars
Cameras
Custom Boat & Totes/Book Packs
Decoys
Fishing Rods (Sage and G. Loomis)
Hunting Optics (Monoculars, Spotting Scopes, etc.)
Rifles, Shotguns (Retail Store only)
Tripods

33.3% DISCOUNT ALLOWED *
Ammunition
Bicycles and Bicycle Parts
Bows and Bow Kits
Coleman Products
Fishing Rods (except for Sage and G. Loomis)
Men's and Women's Apparel and Footwear
Outdoor Sporting Equipment
Packs (mountain packs, day packs, book packs, etc.)
Ski Sets, Boots, Bindings, Poles
Tents, Shelters, Screenhouses
Thule Products
Watercraft- Canoes/Kayaks

40% DISCOUNT ALLOWED *
¢ All Active Hardgoods Product not listed in the Exceptions
List

¢ All Cycling, Boating and Winter Sports Apparel, Accessories

and Footwear not listed above
e Fishing Sunglasses
e L.L.Bean Bicycles
o Ski Goggles

* Above listing may not be inclusive of all discount exception
categories at the time of purchase.

L.L.BEAN RESERVES THE RIGHT TO RESCIND ANY
PART OF THIS DISCOUNT POLICY AT ANY TIME.

Returns Guidelines

e Mail To:
L.L.Bean
Returns Department
3 Campus Drive
Freeport, ME 04034

e Store and Mail returns require that you identify yourself as a

discount recipient to ensure that appropriate discounts are
applied to the transaction.

o Original packing slip and/or register receiptist be included
with the return.

e A credit card credit or refund will be processed for returns,
unless the return is to be exchanged for an item of equal
value. All exchanges of neaqual value will require a new
order to be placed.
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Ordering & Purchasing Instructions

Freeport Retail Store:

MPGA MemberRetail Store purchases require:

e Membership ID card.

o Valid driver's license or state photo ID and telephone
number prior to making store purchases.

e MPGA member 6s name
check used as payment.

mu st

Mail, Phone & Fax Orders:

MPGA MemberMail Orders must include:

¢ Member's name, address and telephone number.

e Copy of MPGA membership card and a state photo ID.

e Check, money order or Credit card number with expiration
date.

When criteria are met, please fax, mail or phone in orders as
noted below.

Phone
¢ 1-800-458-3058 x38136
¢ Mon-Fri 8:30am to 4:30pm EST
0 This is the Courtesy Discount number. Discount orders
should not be called into the regular L.L.Bean toll free
numbers that appear in catalogs.

Fax
0 207-5524080
¢ Attn: MOS Courtesy Discounts

Mail
¢ L.L.Bean Inc.
¢ Attn: Mail Order Services
¢ Freeport, ME 04033

Suggestions?

PleaseOnly Contact MPGA with all your comments,
suggestions or complaints about this discount program. We have
agreed to the terms and conditions for the benefit of all our
members. Members are expected to act professionally should a
problem arise. Do not contact L.L.Bean directly.

Email: info@maineguides.org

Save the Date
April 11, 2009

MPGA Annual Banquet
Cel ebrating
30th Anniversary!

MF

Details Coming in February

appe:



upgrade is available. Mention this offer and your CDP # at the

M O re P rO P I anS time of reservation. You will be required to show the Hertz

membership card (available from your ProPlan Coordinator).

) . Jack Traps - 15% less retail discount on 4 traps. These traps
Thanks to the following businesses that generously support o v « t he 2606 Standard Jack Tr a

MPGA by providing special discounts to our members. the 4306 Big Bob Jack Trap and

Each trap features an easy trip system, no wind flags, a heavy

gauge aluminum reel, rugged maple construction and fasteners
with 10 screws. C 02819 arwisit th& i m
website at www.jacktraps.com .

 Alder Stream Canvas- Canvas backpacks, pack basket
liners, and tarps. Call for a brochure (Z8B)4) or write:
Alder Stream Canvas. 21 Salem Rd. Kingfield, ME 04947

e Books by Gil Gilpatrick - Gil offers 20% discount on his
books. Titles include: Building Snowshoes and Snowshoe
Furniture, Building a Strip Canoe, Allagash, and Building
Outdoor Gear. Contact ProPlan Coordinator for a certificate.
Books are available by mail or can be picked up. Call or writee MDM (Millennium Designed Muzzleloaders, Ltd) - 20%

Gil at 4536959 or PO Box 461, Skowhegan, ME 04976. discount on the complete line of MDM firearms and
accessories. Limited to one purchase per year per model of
the MDM muzzleloaders. No limit on the accessories. The
complete selection online at www.MDuzzleloaders.com

e Lincoln Motor Company - 10% discount on all Sylvan,
Smoker Craft boats and Honda motors. Call (2072741
Located in Lincoln, ME.

Burris Scope- 60% discount on scopes, spotting scopes or
binoculars. One purchase per year per guide for up to 2 items.
Request coupon from ProPlan Coordinator.

Northeast Pheasant Masters 20% discount on all upland
bird hunts on the preserve. Call Dana Masters at284iA or
email him at pheahnt@megalink.net for details.

David A Footer - Wilderness and Wildlife Artist. He gives
members a 50% discount on art work (prints, large and small,
note cards and paintings on paddles). Contact Dave at 151
Golden Rd, Lewiston, ME 04240. Ph: 78301

Eddi eds FI i-€8% df averything, @xXcdptflies,
to all members with a current membership card. Located at
303 Broadway in Bangor.

Old Town Canoe- Canoes and kayaks (no accessories). One
canoe per every three years. New products are at a special
price and blems are 8% off. Pick up directly from the factory
with a coupon from the ProPlan Coordinator. Instructions are
on the coupon.

EZ-Web Strapping - This strapping is a strong, durable and
fully adjustable tie down system. It comes in a variety of
lengths, strengths and has unique connectors and hooks, which
makes it fully adaptable. There are special packs for ATVs,
canoes or create your own configurations with the value packss Outdoor Magazine of Vermont- 25% discount on year

of 3/8 or 7/16 cords. Groove Tech offers this innovative round adods to all me mb e 489, C
alternative to the traditional bungee cord at a 25% discount. 0447 or email him at www.ourdoormagazine.net for details.

Visit their website at www.buyezweb.com. The discounted ..
price for these packages is: ATV Pack$11.25; Canoe e Pole & Paddle Canoe Makers of traditional canoes and

Pack- $10.50; Value Pack 3/8$22.50; Value Pack 7/16 gear. All hand made in Maine. Offering 10% off on any
$24.00. Call or write the ProPlan Coordinator to obtain a product except canoes. Also offering 25% off the Pole and
certificate to order this product. Paddle Pack Saw. www.poleandpaddle.com.

e Outdoor Edge - Knives (hunting, skinning and fillet), ceramic
sharpeners, 50% off. One order per year with a coupon from
the program coordinator.

 Rivers Edge- Offers Old Town Canoes, kayaks, and
accessories with very competitive pricing. Guide discounts on
all watercraft, with fleet discounts to rental outfits and
sporting camps. Accessories are included in the program.
Delivery is available. Complete wooden canoe repair and
Fort Kent Ski-Doo - 15% discount on Bombardier, Johnson restoration, shuttle service and canoe and kayak rental. Also
and Evinrude parts, accessories and sportswear. They also  has handmade ash pack baskets, canoe poles, canoe motor
offer commercial discounts on SRioo snowmobiles, brackets and a full line of IMC/Porter product. Contact Jason
Bombardier ATVG6s, PrincecCr af tBoubhard Rigsers ER® RIC 87 0Box 28, Erfidlds ME 04493.
Johnson and Evinrude outboard motors, as well as aluminum Ph: 2077325742.
docks and boat lifts. Contact Gary Dumond at-8807, or
email at www.fortkentskidoo.com.

FlyRod Jackie - Buy custom made Fly Rods at 20% discount.
Contact the MPGA ProPlan Coordinator for an authorization
number and then call FlyRod Jackie at -B®&2-8559 or order
online at www.flyrodjackie.com.

e Seaspray Kayaking- Scott Shea of Seaspray Kayaking will

offer all members 20% off all kayak purchases, including
Fraser 6s T-rLecatded atd5 Nham Sttin Patten is accessories. Must have a gui
offering a 10% discount on all items excluding taxidermy. membership card. Visit www.seaspraykayaking.com or stop
Just show your current membership card at the store or you  at the New Meadows Inn in West Bath. (207)-8636.

can order over the Internet a www.fraserstradingpost.com. . L . .
gp e The Great Outdoors of Maine- Visit their store on Rt 202 in

You will need to get an authorization number from the . .
ProPlan Coordinator for the discount if ordering online. W"_“hmp- Thgy offer members 1.0% o!|sc_0unt and_ stock a
variety of hunting, archery, camping, fishing, clothing,

 Hertz - Hertz offers rental of a fuléized through migized footwear and other sporting goods items.
car (Class C, D, or F) for a day, weekend, or week. An

(Continued on pag#4)
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Income Tax Notice

Allocation of Membership Dues
for Lobbying Expense

Section 6033 (e) Proxy Tax Notice

IRC Section 6033(e) and IRS Revenue Procedw&08
requires 501(c)(6) organizations that "pays or incurs
nondeductible lobbying expenditures to notify its members of a
reasonable estimate of the portion of dues that are allocable to
those expenditures.”

So that's what the top paragraph is all about; disclosing to
members the percentage of dues paid that is to be excluded as a

on Lobbying and Political Activities

The Maine Professional Guides
Association (MPGA) is a 501(c)(6) non
profit fAbusiness |
comprised of Registered Maine Guides.
For income tax purposes, membership
dues paid to MPGA is deductible as a
business expense. However, MPGA
estimates that 20% of all dues paid to
MPGA in 2008 and 25% in 2009 will be
allocated to nondeductible lobbying
expenditures. All members are advised
that these percentages of dues paid to
MPGA in Tax Years 2008 and 2009 are
non-deductible for income tax purposes.
Consult your tax advisor.

MPGA active

legislative b
state govern

required on o

"How does all that affect
my business and/or personal
income tax return?"

membershi

MPGA is classified as a teexempt
organization (trade association, or
business league) under IRS Code (IRC)
Section 501(c)(6). MPGA actively

the executive and

we identify an issue of
such importance that we
feel a more direct role ig

best interest of our

industry as a whole,
MPGA will take action.

deduction from your tax returns.

We have reasonably estimated the
percentage to be 25% of all dues paid
during 2009. For example, if you pay $100
in 2009 for members dues, subtract 25%

N from that total to arrive at your deductible
amount: $100 x 25% = $25.00. $100 less
$25.00 equals your deductible members
dues for tax year 2009, or $75.00. So,

n we're not talking big amounts.

ly monitors

ranches of

ment. Whel
AProxy Taxo

B There is a flip side to this whole thing.

MPGA could opt not to provide this

b disclosure, and directly incur what is
called a Section 6033

&all lobbying and political expenditures. It's
a flat 35% tax on the expenses incurred.

MPGAbGs tax liability

substantial. Members would get to deduct
their dues in full, but as you can see from
the example in the preceding paragraph,
we are talking about an almost immaterial
benefit to an individual member. We hope
most would agree making the disclosure to
all members, thus relieving MPGA from a
large tax bite, is the better option.

ur part in th

p, and the

monitors the executive and legislative
branches of state government. When we identify an issue of
such importance that we feel a more direct role is required on
our part in the best interest of our membership, and the industry
as a whole, MPGA will act accordingly.

This means that MPGA will, at times, take an active role in
Augusta or at a local level through the channels available to us

in order to support our memb g
an excellent track record along the way.

Certain political activities and expenses incurred are
allowable for 501(c)(6) tax exempt organizations. However,
under the Clinton administration, in the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1993, Congress declared that taxpayers n
longer would be allowed to deduct for federal income tax
purposes the expenses that taxpayers incur when they engage
lobbying. Tax deductibility also is disallowed by this law for a
portion of membership dues paid to trade 501(c)(6), professiond
and similar membership associations if the associations engage
in more than minimal ($2,000 or Less) amount of lobbying.

The membership dues that you pay to MPGA is ordinarily
fully deductible on your tax return as a business deduction.
However, since MPGA periodically engages in political and
lobbying activities, it is the IRS' position that part of the dues
you pay are utilized by MPGA for these activities. Therefore,
through the dues you pay, the IRS position is that you are
indirectly paying for a lobbying activity.

s

And we've develop

rsé agenda.
ProPlan continued from padkS)
e Tubbs Snowshoes Tubbs offers 35% discount program

through Matt Libby of Libby Camps. Please contact M4

) at 2074358275 or email him at matt@libbycamps.com,

¢ Van Raymond Ouitfitters - Offers 10% discount on most
n items except firearms and fishing poles. Ask at the sto
in Brewer. Make sure you show your membership card.

ProPlan Coordinator

Bob Parker

55 Morrison Hill Road

Wilton, ME 04294

Phone: 7781077

Email: info@maineguides.org
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