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Presidentôs Message 

Jeff Bellmore 

 

My first year as President is 

almost over. There have been 

ups and downs, good moments 

and bad, but all in all our 

organization is moving forward. 

Some of things that have been 

accomplished in the last year 

are: 

¶ We purchased new DVD players for shows and events to 

help educate the public about Maineôs great outdoors. 

¶ MPGA received a grant from LL Bean. 

¶ We are in the early stages of forming a coalition of 

sporting groups. 

¶ The super raffle was a great success thanks in part to 

Bert Goodman and all those who sold tickets. 

¶ Our budget for 2010 is on track, even with the down 

economy. 

¶ MPGA membership is growing. 

¶ Don Kleiner our new Executive Director has fit into his 

new position well. 

¶ Skip Trask has been in Augusta monitoring whatever the 

antis are proposing to put us out of business. He hasnôt 

let them. 

¶ Cabelaôs has given MPGA members a discount program. 

¶ Volunteerism is growing. 

¶ The Education Fund and MPGA are getting the bugs 

worked out to make our non-profit work smoothly and 

help support the organization. 

¶ We are cooperating with The Maine Department of 

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife on a project that delivers 

information about specific bodies of water that will 

include member guides that work on that lake or pond..  

As you can see it has been a busy year, but it is just the 

beginning. We have more work to do in the coming year. 

We must all set the bar exhibiting the highest level of 

professionalism, as we are looked at to lead the way in 

protecting and improving the image of a true Maine Guide. 

In closing, I would like to thank the Board of Directors, 

Skip, Don and all the volunteers who have helped MPGA 

this past year.  If you have any questions, concerns, or 

suggestions please donôt hesitate to contact me or any other 

Board Member. This is our organization and we all have a 

stake in its future. 

I wish you all a prosperous season with tight lines and dry 

gun powder! 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Bellmore 

MPGA President 
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MPGA Banquet News 

April 10th is fast approaching. The room will be full with 

MPGA members, guests, department heads of many 

statewide organizations and speakers. There will be much 

socializing and laughter. If you have not reserved a seat, 

there may still be a few left, call now. The winner of this 

years free banquet table was Joseph Christianson. Get your 

table reservations in early to be in the drawing for a free 

table for 2011, the deadline is March 30th. 

LL Bean will be offering a short seminar on how to 

improve your web page before the banquet this year. That 

seminar will start at 4PM and finish in time for the start of 

the Happy Hour at 5. Donôt miss this opportunity to hear 

what Internet sales experts have to say about our web sites. 

We appreciate LL Bean stepping forward to help our 

members become more successful on the Internet. 

Our guest speaker this year is Bill Green, a local and 

international TV celebrity. Some of you may know him or 

have taken him on an adventure, I am sure you will find 

him fun and entertaining. We are honored to have him this 

year as our keynote speaker. 

The auction is an important part of our fundraising for the 

year. Bring an auction item, collect items from business 

associates, nothing is too small or too large. Roger Lambert 

our auctioneer and board member will be telling stories, 

making you laugh and convincing you to bid on something 

you always wanted, but really donôt need. 

Our outstanding service award this year is to someone 

that has volunteered countless hours and sacrificed much to 

help MPGA move forwardéOOPS, I almost told you who 

it is! I guess you will just have to come to the banquet to 

find out. 

Happy hour starts at 5pm, general membership meeting 

5:30, and Skip will be bringing us up to date on legislative 

issues in Augusta, then dinner at 6pm. After dinner there 

will be awards, guest speaker, raffles, presentations of the 

guns and other thrills and surprises, with the finally being 

our fantastic MPGA live auction. Come and have fun, 

socialize, reconnect with old friends, and have an enjoyable 

evening with other MPGA members and guests. 

Jeff Bellmore 

MPGA Banquet Chairman 

Donôt Miss the Improve your Web Site 

Seminar before the Annual Banquet! 

LL Bean will be offering a short seminar on how to 

improve your web page before the banquet this year. That 

seminar will start at 4PM and finish in time for the start of 

the Happy Hour at 5. Donôt miss this opportunity to hear 

what Internet sales experts have to say about our web sites. 

This program will be offered by Christa Matukaitis - Web 

Site Development Manager for LL Bean. She has worked 

for the company for 12 years and is now focused on 

Strategic Business Development of the LL Bean web site 

and Ben Jenkinson - Information Architect and User 

Experience Expert. Ben focuses on the customer flow 

through the site, Usability studies and best practices for the 

customer experience on and off the LL Bean site. We 

appreciate LL Bean stepping forward to help our members 

become more successful on the Internet. 

Conservation Camp 

Scholarships 

The Maine Professional Guides Association awards two 

scholarships to Conservation Camp at the Bryant Pond 4-H 

Camp & Learning Center (formerly the Maine Conservation 

School). Scholarships are available to any kid that wants to 

go to camp. Applications are simply a hand written letter 

from the child explaining why they want to go to camp sent 

to Jeff Bellmore at; 1384 Atlantic Highway Warren, ME 

04864. Announcement of the winners will be at the annual 

banquet on April 10th. 

WANTED:  

Bald Eagle Nest Locations 

Most of us have 

grown up thinking 

bald eagles are rare or 

even threatened with 

extinction. However, 

the truth is that after 

nearly 40 years of 

intense monitoring and 

protection, eagles are 

now numerous enough 

in Maine and the rest 

of the United States, 

that special protections 

in place for decades 

are no longer 

necessary to assure 

healthy populations. 

During the 1960ôs, 

there were only 20-30 

pairs of eagles in Maine and only one in other northeastern 

states. One of the most recent estimates places the current 

statewide population at a minimum of 477 nesting pairs. As 

a result of this spectacular recovery, the bald eagle was 

officially removed from the federal endangered species list 

in September of 2007. In September of 2009, they were 

(Continued on page 3) 
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taken off the Maine threatened and endangered species list.  

Does this mean that we donôt have to worry about bald 

eagles? Anyone who has every watched these spectacular 

birds would certainly disagree!  For years, forest 

landowners have relied on eagle nest surveys conducted by 

Maine Fish and Wildlife biologists to alert them to the 

location of active eagle nests on the lands they manage. One 

dilemma now that the bird is no longer listed is that state 

and federal dollars once spent to search 

for, monitor and manage eagle nest sites 

in Maine will now be directed toward 

other species in need of wildlife 

biologistsô attention.  

Recent monitoring shows that nesting 

pairs of eagles are still increasing at 7% 

per year in Maine.  Combined with the 

fact that established pairs occasionally 

move their nest to a new location within 

their territory, it becomes evident that 

our knowledge of nest site locations can 

quickly become outdated. Landowners, 

in cooperation with MEIFW, are 

anxious to know the locations of all 

eagle nests so they can plan and avoid 

conflicts with harvesting operations, 

just as they have been doing for years. 

Visitors to the North Maine Woods and other Maine 

forestlands are encouraged to help find new nests as they 

become established and to share this information with 

MEIFW and the landowners. The activities of camp owners, 

fishermen, canoeists, kayakers and lake-side campers lend 

themselves especially well to locating eagle nests along lake 

and river shores. The amount of time you spend and 

knowing what to look for can greatly increase your chances 

of finding nests in your vicinity. 

Eagles, like people, love riparian areas ï the land adjacent 

to bodies of water such as lakes, rivers and large wetlands. 

Recreating or relaxing on the water or along the shoreline 

gives you an excellent perspective to watch for eagle 

activity. If you see an eagle flying or perched along the 

waterôs edge, take some time to watch it. During the spring 

and summer when young are in the nest, adults will make 

frequent trips to the nest with food. If you spend enough 

time watching them and can figure out a pattern to their 

activity, they may lead you to the nest. Just be cautious and 

donôt disturb the birds unnecessarily by approaching too 

close. Binoculars can be a great help, and the viewing angle 

of lofty nests is always better from a distance. 

Eagles build large stick nests near the top of tall trees, 

usually super-story white pines near shorelines, although 

large hardwoods such as oaks or maples can be used. 

Typically, the nest is built below a live canopy but even 

abandoned osprey nests at the top of dead trees or poles 

have been used. Adult eagles in Maine are invariably close 

to their nests during March ï May. If they successfully 

hatch eggs, their seasonal commitment to stay nearby 

continues into September. 

While repeatedly observing adult eagles in an area during 

the nesting season may lead you to believe that a nest is 

nearby, such is not always the case. As the total US 

population of eagles has increased, Maine is paying host to 

a number of ñvisitors from awayò. Eagles from states south 

of Maine may nest early enough and 

complete raising their young in time to 

have a ñsummer vacationò in Maine. 

Indeed, breeding eagles banded in 

Florida have been observed in Maine by 

mid-summer while our birds are still 

tending to their young. 

If you have found or suspect an active 

bald eagle nest, landowners and 

MEIFW are anxious to know about it 

and are hoping you are willing to share 

that information with them. Critical 

things to observe and report are: 

Please provide this information to the 

NMW checkpoint attendants or the 

NMW Ashland office who will relay it 

to the landowner or, contact Wildlife 

biologists at one of the MEIFW offices 

listed below with jurisdictions in NMW: 

Ashland regional office 

P. O. Box 447 

Ashland, ME 04732 

tel. 207-435-3231 

Greenville regional office 

P. O. Box 551 

Greenville ME 04441 

tel. 207-695-3756 

Enfield regional office 

73 Cobb Road 

Enfield ME 04493 

tel. 207-732-4132 

You may also contact a MEIFW eagle specialist at the 

Bangor research office for eagle nest reports in NMW or 

elsewhere in Maine: 

650 State Street 

Bangor ME 04401 

tel. 207-941-4468 

We have learned that bald eagles can flourish in Maineôs 

woodlands, but this outcome benefits greatly from current 

information and planning for their special needs. 

(Continued from page 2) 
 


