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“Know Your Grouse”
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Game Bird Hunters! Ruffed Grouse

I"H$%&'$()*+)#,)*-$./+0//#S+-1$1/,"11%S$-'#+/($2'33/($  Behavior
2&/$45"2+2)(,/6$"#($+-/$*52'7/$,28'*/8$382$0-) 7-$+-/2/8

) SH&PE&S/HS* " &3 o ?7-/#3$"552&"7-/($.%$*&</&#/$E&H#$3&E&E+$&2$)#$"S$;/-)71/8
$ frequently “perk” head up like a chicken.$
$ o 1&<<&#1%$31*-$"#($+"C/$31),-+$0-/#5()*+R./(>
Spruce Grouse o D"%$"1*&$1&0/28)+*$-/"(850)+-S#/7CS/IG+/H(/(8$"#($2'#
3&2%$7&;R>
Behavior
$ Physical Characteristics®*52'7/$,2&*/$1"7C$"11$&3%+-/*/$

o [[#2"11%$"T+$;/2%$+"</=$<"%$"11&03$"$- #+/2$&2$ HF* 1 20PS
<&)#,$:/-)T1/$+&$"5528&"7-$+8&$0)+-)#$"$3H$3//+> $
e Will often “crouch” low to the ground when o |&#*5)7'&*8$.2&"($.1"7CS."#($&HS+-/$B-") 1>
"552&"7-1(>% o H1"7C$2'33$3/"+-/2*$&#$*) (/*$&BS#/7C>
o ?-[#$3)#"11%$2/"(%$+&$<&;/83@52'7/$:2&*/$0) 1 1$& 3ot /@<"11$3/"+-/2*$5& ) #+)#,$'5$32&<$+&5$&3$-/"(>
2HSEHAHL %S " $*-&2+$()*+"#7/8$&2$31%$&#1%$ $&$"$8/"2.%$+2//>
$ $
Physical Characteristics Planning Your Hunt
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Currently there is NO OPEN SEASON on spruce grouse in Maine. As in any hunting situation,
it is imperative that the hunter be certain of his/her target before discharging a firearm.
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Males will often have an unfeathered red
patch of skin-above the eye.-

NOTE: Spruce Grouse act
very tame and may allow

a hunter or a slow moving
vehicle to approach to within
a few feet.

A Ruffed Grouse will fre-
quently “perk” its head up,

then lower its head and run
for cover when disturbed.

Conspicuous broad
black band on the tail.

Spruce Grouse

Females, under certain light conditions,

ruffed grouse.

Ruffed Grouse

Small feathers pointing
up from top of head.

Black feathers on
sides of neck.

look very similar to the red phase of the

Tail feathers have red-brown

tips and no broad black band.
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